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“This and That” 

               Next meeting:  March 11, 2017 

Another club meeting has come and gone.  Good music, good friends, a good 

time.  Lots of discussion about which direction our club wants to go musically.  As 

with all clubs/organizations/associations, things change.  One can only hope they 

change for the better.  It was nice to see that people were engaged in that conver-

sation.  It's a club made up of members; members who have a say in what happens.  The main topic of that 

conversation is the slow jam.  Do we keep it as is?  Do we leave it out?  Do we alter it?  All good ques-

tions.  The main thing to remember is (as in everything in life) you can NEVER please everyone.  It's an im-

possibility.  But, we CAN try to have middle ground.  There have been some good suggestions and we as a 

club need to make the decision(s).  I, for one, have an offer to make to the club.  I am willing (and eager real-

ly) to have a slow jam and teach whomever is in need BEFORE the club meeting.  Doors would open at 11(on 

our regular meeting day). We would have a slow jam, go over the tune of the month so players would be 

more prepared, and help out with other tunes needed.  It will be just a slow jam setting, nothing rushed.  We 

would take a break at 12:30 when the rest of the club arrives.  We would then (as Mary suggested)call out 

tunes(Round Robin) and the member who picks the song-picks the speed.  Therefore, we would still have a 

slow jam atmosphere (per players speed).  I'm hoping to get feed-back on this suggestion.   

 

See you in March!  

We have a new opportunity offered to the club by way of a "PRE-CLUB SLOW JAM" .  Julie will be 
running/teaching a slow jam to those interested.  In order to make it run smoothly, a list of tunes that 
each participant wants to play/work on needs to be brought (or sent) to Julie.  She will pick a tune or 
two from each persons list and then it will be posted in the Newsletter.  That way the slow jammers can 
be better prepared to play posted tunes.  It's also a time for anyone who wants to "get prepared" to 
learn the New Tune of the Month.  This is offered to all instruments! 

Please send your songs in to Julie. jandsenterprises@comcast.net  

11AM-12:30 before our regular club meeting.  Hope to see you there!  Julie  

  

ATTENTION UCDC MEMBERS!  STARTING 11AM March 11th, 2017 



Upcoming Events  

4 Gerry Parker 
7 Jim Green 
5 Peg Klook 
9 Jan Woodard 
17 Sharon Polaczyk 

21 Marc Pember 
25 Tammy Hover 
26 Judi Cole 
31 Wendy Conklin 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Future Play Dates 
May 5th Lansing Union Vets of the Civil War 
      7:00 PM (Saturday) 2017 
Contact Jan Woodard—517-782-4396 
 
May 20, 1-4:00 pm with Back Porch String 
Band.  All musicians are welcome to join in cele-
brating Grosvenor House Living History Event. 
Contact Ann Johnson or Wendy Conklin. 

UCDC Membership Dues:  $ 15/family - Please 
make checks out to UCDC and mail to Wendy 
Conklin, 7186 W. Sterling Rd., Litchfield, MI 
49252. Covers January thru December 2017.   
 
UCDC Name Tag: to order, contact Wendy 
Conklin 517-542-2291 or wconklin22@gmail.com  
 
Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers for 
sale:   Call Paula Brawdy at 616 240 0445 .   
 
Practice with Pennye: 3 CD set plus 2 more of 
UCDC repertoire to practice with, or choose which 
tunes you want on one CD.   Christmas tunes also 
available. Call Pennye Scheiber at  517-547-7448 
or  pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 
 

If you have never seen your name listed here, we 

may not have your information.   See Wendy. 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

BOARD MEMBERS 2017 
 
President, Julie Mester 
jandsenterprises@comcast.net 
 
Vice President, Don Woodard 
djedje@live.com 
 
Secretary, Sharon McAuliffe 
ypsi-ds@sbcglobal.net 
 
Treasurer/Membership/ 
Sunshine Coordinator 
Wendy Conklin 
wconklin22@gmail.com 
 
Trustees: 

Barb Borton, Marcia Fort 

Scott Mester 

 

Other: 
Resident Agent, Ann Johnson 
johnsondone@yahoo.com 
 
Workshop Leader/Music Books 

Mary Colgan 

creativegirlatheart@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Pennye Scheiber 

pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 

 

Web Site / Dropbox Manager  

Karen Turner 

karenturner@comcast.net 

 
 

6 Duain & Nancy Lockwood 
11 Dave & Virgie Buhler 

2017 Campout 
Waffle Farm is set for the last weekend of June 
(Friday 23 - Sunday 25).  12 sites are available 
in Julie’s name.   
When you call to make reservations, just take 
her name off and put on yours!   

Henry Ford Allegiance Cardiology Valentine Luncheon  



Tune of the Month 

Mary Colgan 

Paula Brawdy has agreed to teach us our March tune of the month.   In honor 
of St. Patrick's Day, and at the request for additional Irish tunes to be added 

to our playlist - we will learn Ballydesmond #2 (in A Dorian key). 

From what I've gathered from an internet search - there are 3 Ballydesmond Polka's that are considered to be 
'traditional' tunes that are often played together.   (If you are curious, you can to go this site and hear the oth-
er 2 being played and check over the sheet music for the other 2 as well.  There are parts to all 3 that sound 
similar.) 

http://slowplayers.org/2014/05/04/ballydesmond-polkas-ador/ 

Apparently, the title, translated means ''town of the Desmond".  There is a town, now known as Ballydes-
mond (pop. 967) in a rural village of County Cork, Province of Munster, on the Cork-Kerry border beside the 
Munster Blackwater River in Ireland.   

It would appear that there are also multiple names for the tune.  Some folk, who have only played it under 
one title, think THEY know that their tune is the 'one and only' correct title and don't want to have it called 
anything else.... but....(shhhh....! ) some people might just call this the Ballydesmond Polka No. 2, or just Bal-
lydesmond, or... Maurice Manley's. 

Some folk play these polkas in different order as well...and are sure *that's* the order they *should* be played 
in... so, we're just going to avoid all that by just learning/playing the #2 alone. 

That's my story and I'm sticking to it.  Just be sure and print off the music sheet and join us on Saturday, 
March 11th so you have a new tune to play on St. Patrick's Day this year!  (Make a list of some other Celtic 
tunes we can play ... and we'll call it an "Irish Session" instead!)  oh, and wear GREEN!!!!  :-) 

When I was listening to this tune on You tube, the group, Herminator 1000, played it through several times 
and then added a different tune (don't know the name of it) and then back to Balleydesmond #2 and then 
played Egan's Polka, then back to Balleydesmond #2 and ended with Egan's Polka.  It would be fun to play 
Balleydesmond #2 and Egan's together.  We play Egan's Polka at Silver Strings..it is not hard and is fun to 
play.  Check them out and let me know what you think. 
 

Irish Trivia 

Irish Music - Instrumentation: 
Traditional instruments used in Irish music include fiddle, bodhran, 
wooden flute, tin whistle, Uillean pipes, and the Irish harp. Also common 
are the accordion or concertina, guitar, banjo, and bouzouki (a large mandolin). These in-
struments have all become popular in Irish music within the last 100 years. 

Irish Music - Tune Styles: 
The time signatures and styles of tunes commonly found in Irish music include single jig 
(12/8 time), double jig (6/8 time), reel (4/4 time), hornpipe (swing 4/4 time), slip jig (9/8 
time), and occasionally versions of polkas (2/4 time) and mazurkas or waltzes (3/4 time). 
All of these tune styles have corresponding traditional dances. 

Irish Ornamentation: 
Did you know that you can make your music “sound” Irish by including the following: sin-
gle note triplets, short roll, long roll, a cran or cut (a grace note played slightly above or 
below the melody note).  All of these are usually played rapidly.  Try listening to Irsh mu-
sic to see if you can hear any of these ornaments. 
 





Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 
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Litchfield, MI 49252 
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