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“This and That” from Julie 

               Next meeting:  January 14, 2017 

Well, another Holiday season has come and gone; Thanksgiving seems so long ago 
and then the rush of Christmas and no time to relax before the New Year!  A fresh be-
ginning, a new start, a time to reflect on the past and plan for the future.  Let's hope 
we have some good planning for UCDC in 2017.   

A club is a group of people who get together.  With our particular club (because we are a non-profit) we 
have to follow certain guidelines;  there has to be a leader (President) and V.P., Treasurer and Secre-
tary.  For the 2017-2018(we follow a 2 year commitment) we have positions that HAVE to be filled.  We 
have a Treasurer (thanks Wendy) and we have a V.P. (thanks Don) BUT we HAVE TO HAVE  A PRESI-
DENT AND SECRETARY!  Without these positions filled our club is in shut down mode, with a chance 
that we will have to dissolve the club.  It's in our by-laws that with dissolution of UCDC it means no 
more music, no more getting together, 34 years of UCDC just a memory and  all moneys will be sent to 
charities. I have given 4 years as President and it's time for someone else to step up and volunteer.  It's 
not a death sentence for Pete's sake!  The descriptions are as follows: 

President 
   1. Conduct monthly meetings. 
   2. Make sure decisions made by the club are followed. 
   3. Be the leader at the annual Board meeting. (We usually hold it right there at the senior center  
        before a club meeting) 
 
That's it!  Nothing over the top, nothing hard or painful.  President means you are just taking on a job 
for a 2 year term.  You don't have to lead the jam, that is NOT a responsibility of the President.  You are 
not demanded to go to playdates.  You simply are taking on a position that HAS to be filled.  Other clubs 
rotate; 1 term as Pres.  then the next person steps up.  The other clubs are all taking responsibility for 
their club and doing what has to be done in order to reach the goal.  And we all know that the goal is 
just to get together and make beautiful music!   

Secretary: 
   1. Record accurate minutes of the monthly business meeting. 
   2. Read those minutes at the next meeting. 
   3. Attend annual Board meeting. 
 
That's it!  You don't have to have a PHD to be secretary!  You just have to be there at the jam, take notes 
during our meeting and read them the next meeting.  Easy Peasy.   

Please take the time and ask yourself just what UCDC means to you.  Are you willing to let it go?  Will 
you sit idly by and do nothing to keep it going?  You won't be alone, those of us who have held positions 
in the club will be all too willing to get you going, keep you headed in the right direction and in 2 years 
we'll do it all over again!   

See you in January! 



Upcoming Events  

10 Sharon McAuliffe 

14 Bill Scheiber 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

UCDC Play Dates 

Jan 21 - Jackson County Medical Care Facility 
2:30 (Saturday) 2017 
 
Future Play Dates 
Feb 18 -Jackson County Medical Care Facility 
2:30 (Saturday) 2017 
May 5th Lansing Union Vets of the Civil War 
7:00 PM (Saturday) 2017 
  Contact Jan Woodard—517-782-4396 

UCDC Membership Dues:  $ 15/family - Please 
make checks out to UCDC and mail to Wendy 
Conklin, 7186 W. Sterling Rd., Litchfield, MI 
49252. Covers January thru December 2017.   
 
UCDC Name Tag: to order, contact Wendy 
Conklin 517-542-2291 or wconklin22@gmail.com  
 
Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers for 
sale:   Call Paula Brawdy at 616 240 0445 .   
 
Practice with Pennye: 3 CD set plus 2 more of 
UCDC repertoire to practice with, or choose which 
tunes you want on one CD.   Christmas tunes also 
available. Call Pennye Scheiber at  517-547-7448 
or  pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 

If you have never seen your name listed here, we 

may not have your information.   See Wendy. 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

President, Julie Mester 
jandsenterprises@comcast.net 
 

Vice President, Don Woodard 
djedje@live.com 
 
Secretary, Ramona Hadley 
mundagal@att.net 
 
Treasurer/Membership/ 
Sunshine Coordinator 
Wendy Conklin 
wconklin22@gmail.com 
 
Trustees: 

Marcia Fort 

fort1958@att.net 

Scott Mester 

jandsenterprises@comcast.net 

 

Resident Agent, Ann Johnson 
johnsondone@yahoo.com 
 
Workshop Leader/Music Books 

Christine Stewart 

mommastewart49@yahoo.com  

Newsletter Editor 

Pennye Scheiber 

pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 

 

Web Site / Dropbox Manager  

Karen Turner 

karenturner@comcast.net 

Board Members—2017 

1 Janice & Larry Boden 

MONDAY KNIGHTS 
 Cancelled until Spring. 

Don’t forget to bring in any musical 

items that you want to sell or give 

away.  There are a lot of folks who 

would appreciate your treasures. 

Reminder—2017 Dues Due in January 



Thanks from Barb! Tune of the Month 

This months tune, Swallowtail Jig is 

a well-known and often played tradi-

tional Irish jig – it is also known as The Custom 

House, The Dancing Master, The Dancingmaster, 

Drioball Na Fáinleoige, From The New Country, 

From The New World, From The Next Country, 

The Swallow Tail, The Swallow’s Nest, The Swal-

low’s Tail, Swallow-tail, Swallows Tail.    It was 

written during the Irish immigration to the U.S. 

in the nineteenth century.   

Swallowtail Jig is popular with fiddlers, pipers 

and dear to the heart of many hammered dulci-

mer players, as well!   This tune medleys well 

with Kesh Jig as well as several other Irish tradi-

tional tunes.   

This is what we refer to as a ‘pattern tune’ for 

hammered dulcimer players.  If learned with a 

specific hammering pattern, one can usually 

learn it quickly – and, therefore go on to play it 

easily, and FAST!  Take your time learning the 

‘pattern’ well…and, soon, you’ll be competing for 

the ‘last player playing’ ( aka, fastest!)…. Enjoy! 

 

To the members of Uncle Carl's Dulcimer Club:  
Always print my newsletter and then read it lat-
er.  Well, was playing with the Sweet Tuners and 
Sylvia Pow was reading it to me.  What a sur-
prise!!!  Didn't know what was going on!! Then 
got  
out my Newsletter and read it for myself.  "Barb 
Borton---many thanks for your years of giving to  
Uncle Carl's Dulcimer Club"  I was stunned, 
speechless, totally surprised.   
I want to thank the club members for anoth-
er  beautiful memory, among many others, over 
thirty-four years.  "Thank You"  so very much.   I 
have that page up on my wall of memories of 
UCDC.  
              Thank you again, Barb Borton 
 
I met Barb at UCDC, but can't recall the specifics 
of it. However it happened, we decided to meet up 
to practice. It must've been 1989 or 1990, as my 
27 year old daughter was just a baby. I remember 
visiting her home in Spring Arbor (an apartment 
attached to a motel). We enjoyed playing the dul-
cimer together, and soon Marcia Fort was added 
to make us a three-some. (Although we are most-
ly "gig-less" now, we still call ourselves the "Sweet 
Tuners"). And the rest is history!  
We've been together through thick and thin 
(through the loss of Barb's husband Dean, and 
the loss of Marcia's husband, Don and her son 
Gerry), and now, Barb's endless medical proce-
dures. Somehow she manages to be the same 
"sprightly" gal she's been all along! Just last week, 
I caught her carrying her own dulcimer (I'm sure 
against doctor's orders!).  
She's a wealth of information about club mem-
bers (she knows ALL your names!) I'm very jeal-
ous of her instant recall! She's a very kind and 
generous person, and I value her friendship im-
mensely!  Sylvia Pow 

 
UCDC Mission Statement 

Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club is a club for dulcimer players to get together and enjoy the 

music of the Sweet Tune instrument. 

The activities of the club are centered around the dulcimer to promote and encourage 

the joys of the  music and playing of this instrument. 

To further our goal, we invite anyone to come to our meetings and performing dates to 

enjoy our music and fellowship. 



Grosvenor Mansion —December 3 
Quincy Lights —December 2 

Home Spun Strings —December 4 

What Happened to Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club? 

I guess you don’t want anyone asking this question, but it almost happened over 20 years 

ago.  No one would step up to the plate at that time and the club almost folded.  Fortu-

nately, there was a member who took on the title.  Yes “he” took on the title and did just 

what the by-laws stated.  He didn’t lead any jams and tunes were just called out.  This was 

a time when I joined the club and really wasn’t happy with everything as I just sat there 

most of the time because the tunes called out were nothing I knew.  Things changed 

through the years and we became more organized and folks did step up to the plate be-

cause they saw that it was worth it and that it turned out to really be fun.  Other clubs 

have had the same issues (Thornapple and Silver Strings) and because there was one per-

son who wanted the club to stay together, put just a little effort into keeping it that way.  

There are a lot of good folks in this club so if you feel that you would still like to have a 

place to gather to play all the music you have taken years to learn, please consider helping 

out. 





Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 
c/o Wendy Conklin 
7186 W. Sterling Rd. 
Litchfield, MI 49252 
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