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Blair Farm - What a difference a week can make! 
Temperatures dropped 30 degrees and wind and rain 
did not make for a nice day outside.  We couldn't be-
lieve how many folks were there.  They were enjoying 
food, friendship and music - first by Home Spun 
Strings and then by our club.  We were not under the 
canopy as in years past, but tucked inside the barn - 14 
of us.  We made a cozy group and shared great mu-
sic.  Maybe next year will be better and more members 
can come back out and play.  

 

Workshop Corner by Paula Brawdy 

This month we are going to learn "Spider on the Bed-
post"  by Rick Thum.  The story goes that his wife 
screamed as she saw a spider on the bedpost, and by 
the next morning the tune came to him and he put it to 
paper and a new tune was born.   Pennye challenged 
Christine Stewart to teach this tune, and Christine vol-
unteered to be our workshop leader for this tune!  

 

A note from the Secretary: A short synopsis of our 
last meeting. At our September meeting, we were re-
minded that our officers will be up for re-
election.  There will be a nominating committee organ-
ized next month for this purpose.  All the offices will 
be open...President, Vice President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer.  We were told to be thinking about whether 
any of us would like to hold any of these offices...and/
or if we would like to participate on the nominating 
committee. 

We also decided have a silent auction for the donated 
15/14 hammered dulcimer made by Don Gephhardt at 
our November meeting.  It comes with a bag, stand, 
hammers and a tuning wrench. We were all invited to 
the wedding of Pat Hesselgrave on Oct. 6 for a pot 
luck with food, fellowship and music.  She said that 
there was room for anyone wanting to camp. 

We will be hosting ODCP for the winter meeting on 
the third Saturday of January.  There will be a pot luck 
with them providing the meat. There will be jamming 
following their meetings. More information as it gets 
closer!! There was a bit more discussed... but come to 
our meetings to get the full information. Hope you can 
make it next month!!  Sandy Johnson, Secretary 

Notes from the Prez 
Brrrr!  That's all I can say today, but I know that 70 de-
gree weather is coming again.  Speaking of cold, check 
out the article on our Blair Farm play date. 
Our first meeting was really fun and we had many folks in 
attendance.  Lots of good music but it was a long day and 
we ended a little early.  Tom Whitehead's workshop was 
excellent and we were all playing the tune by the end.   
Thanks to everyone who brings snacks for our breaks.  I 
know the members really appreciate them.   
This will be an election year and most all of the positions 
(officers and non-elected positions) will be up for 
grabs.  Please consider being on the nominating commit-
tee as we will need to have one chosen at our October 
meeting.  Nominees will be chosen by December and vot-
ing in January.  This is a time that you can really be part 
of the club.  Next month duties of officers from our by-
laws will be posted. Fall is a most beautiful time of the 
year - ENJOY!  Take care...........Pennye 

We Were a Hit! 
Jackson County Medical - One of our oldest living 
members, Ruth Sweet, lives here and it was a birthday 
celebration for her.  She had family in attendance and 
friends and music. Ten of us performed an afternoon of 
delightful music for Ruth and many other residents from 
the center.  After a big Happy Birthday we were able to 
enjoy cake along with everyone.  Ruth used to play guitar 
and sing a lovely song called Country Gal. 
Crouch Center - A small group was already waiting for 
us.  Five hammered dulcimers were joined by guitar, fid-
dle, viola, ukelele and marimbula.  We always have fun 
even if the crowd is small.  As lunch time got closer 
though folks started strolling in.  We should probably 
play for the lunch next time.  A few members actually 
stayed for lunch which really looked good.  

Tompkins Freedom Festival - What a gorgeous day to 
play music outside.  Originally we were to be on the 
porch of the new school house but 16 players couldn't fit 
there.  It was also very sunny so we found a nice tree to 
be cozy under.  Folks were able to stroll around us to see 
all the instruments.  Along with our music there were 
tractors, steam engines, flea and craft market, museum 
and school house.  Civil War and military reenactors, and 
Lost Art demonstrators also shared the grounds.  There 
definitely was lots to see.  We couldn't have asked for a 
better day to play outside. 
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          Upcoming Events  
Arrive 1/2 hour before—Attire Blue Vests 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Linda Brown- 22nd 
Sherry Dewey- 31st 
Pat Dornton- 23rd 
Don Fort- 14th 
Jim Franklin-5th 
Duain Lockwood- 20th 
Marilyn Mullins- 25th 
Barb Pohanka- 28th 
 

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARYS 

Oct 6 Nettle Lake Jam  -18560 County Rd  5-75 
Montpelier, OH  43543  -  at 6pm 

Oct 6  Wedding Celebration for Pat Hesselgrave and 
Earl Wollett, 12:30 pm at 6369 West Michigan 
Avenue, bring a dish to pass a chair and then join 
in the jam.  

Oct 6  27th Annual Michigan State Championship Old-
Time Fiddlers Contest at the Huron Township Ap-
plefest in New Boston, MI 
www.huronapplefest.com/fiddlerscontest.php  

Oct 13  UCDC meeting, Doors open 12:30 pm  

Oct 19  East Lansing Dulcimer Festival Michi-

gan—   see p.3 article 

Oct 27 Maumee Street jam, Adrian, MI 

Nov 13 Jackson Seniors at the Gene Davis Banquet 
Hall on Francis St., Jackson at 12:00 noon, 
blue vests 

Nov 19 Rick Thum event, Ann Arbor, MI.  See news-
letter article for information. 

 

 

 Practice with Pennye  3 CD set of UCDC repertoire to 
practice with, or choose which tunes you want on one 
CD.  Contact Pennye at 517-547-7448 or 
pennyes@comcast.net for more information.   

Hammered Dulcimer Lessons  Accepting new stu-
dents.  Contact Pennye at 517-547-7448 or 
pennyes@comcast.net.  

SILVER STRINGS DULCIMER CLUB meets at 7 p.m. 
on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at Good Hope 
Lutheran Church, 28680 Cherry Hill, Garden City 

MI.  http://www.silverstrings.org     

 
UCDC Name Tag: to order, contact Wendy Conklin 517-
542-2291 or weconklin@dmcibb.net 

Hammered and Mtn Dulcimers for sale - Great col-
lection of used hammered dulcimers for sale - Lost Val-
leys' 16/15 with cases, David Lindsey 16/15, 2 Web-
sters with regular tuning and cases, Rick Thum Trav-
eler with case, and several Mtn Dulcimers, McSpad-
dens, Folkcraft, and a few others.  Call Paula Brawdy at 
616 240 0445 .    

Joan Weaver- 24th 
Ann Wassell- 26th 

 

  HAPPY ANNIVERSERY 

Jack&Marilyn Mullins- 16th 
Don&Donna Playford- 3rd 
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Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club Meetings on the 2nd 

Saturday of each month,except June July and August 
from 12:30 to 4:30 at the Spring Arbor Senior Center 

 

Auction at UCDC Meeting 
The dulcimer that was donated to our club is still with 
us.  It was voted on by members at the last meeting to hold 
an auction for it at our October meeting.  It is good enough 
for beginner instrument. It comes with case/cover, a stand 
up stand, tuning wrench and hammers.  

 

Lansing Event 
Dan Landrum & Stephen Seifert will be in concert at the 
Ten Pound Fiddle Concert Series on Friday, Oct 19, 2012, 
at 8 pm. Tickets cost $15 & may be purchased at the door 
or in advance online after Sept 1 at 
www.tenpoundfiddle.org 
 
The East Lansing Dulcimer Festival will offer hammered 
dulcimer & mountain dulcimer workshops with Dan 
Landrum & Stephen Seifert on Saturday, Oct 20, 2012 
from 10:00 am - 4:30 pm. 4 workshops will be offered by 
each instructor with BEGINNER from 10:00 - 11:15; BE-
GINNER/INTERMEDIATE from 11:30 - 12:45; INTER-
MEDIATE from 1:45 - 3:00; INTERMEDIATE/
ADVANCED from 3:15 - 4:30. Registration fee for 1 
workshop is $20; $30 for 2 workshops; $40 for 3 work-
shops; $50 for all 4. Register at the door or pre-register 
(encouraged) by contacting Wanda Degen at 517.337.2264 
or wanda.degen@att.net  Both the concert & the work-
shops will occur at the UU Church, 855 Grove Street, East 
Lansing, MI 48823. Directions can be found at 
www.tenpoundfiddle.org 
Flyers will be available at our meeting.  

 

Dropbox - We have been discussing how you can 
join dropbox, which is just an internet storage 
place,  and then receve a shared folder with all of 
Uncle Carls Club music.  You can then download the 
file onto your computer.  You don't have to have an 
Ipad or other electronic device, to accept the shared 
folder and download onto your computer.  You then 
can have the complete tune list on your computer 
which comes in handy at times.  If you lose a tune, or 
it gets all crunched up,  you will always have the 
tunes on your computer.   

If you do decide to receive the shared folder, it is 
important to know that you cannot delete or change 
anything in that shared folder, or it deletes and 
changes it for everyone who shares the folder!  If you 
have any questions, please ask at the meeting and we 
can clarify further. 

 

 

Rick Thum Event 
November 17th, 2012 
Workshops and Concert  
Calvary United Methodist Church 
1415 Miller Ave., Ann Arbor, MI.   
10-12:00 noon - Beginner and past beginner ham-
mered dulcimer; 2-4:00 pm all levels.  Jam session 
after the concert.  Workshops $25 each or $45 for 
both sessions. Concert $10.  Pick up a flyer at our 
meeting for more information.   
Contact info for Rick Thum 
314-406-0690 or rthum@rthum.com.   
Website: www.rthum.com  

Stephen Seifert, mountain dulcimer teacher and per-
former, is going to teach a 3 day mtn dulcimer class 
in Evart right before the big dulcimer festival.  It will 
have a section for very beginners early in the morn-
ing, and an advanced section as well.  It will be the 
best $165 you could ever spend for mountain dulci-
mer classes.  3 days and 3 nights of work, laughter, 
and just a great learning experience.  Stephen is tak-
ing 30 people only, so you can reserve and pay now 
for the event. All the information is on his website. 
You can pay by credit card as well.  If you have any 
questions, you can give me a call as well, Paula 
Brawdy, 616 240 0445.  
www.stephenseifert.com  

 

                      Freedom Fistival 
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Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 

810 E. Golf Ave. 
Jackson, MI 49203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Want to learn at home?  Try www.DulcimerSchool.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club was formed in 1982 to promote dulcimer music.  Today the club 

features the hammered dulcimer and the mountain dulcimer with a variety of other instruments 

including guitar, bass, fiddle, mandolin, autoharp and the penny whistle.  Members have the 

opportunity to learn new tunes, jam together, perform in public, attend meetings, receive the 

monthly newsletter and take part in festivals, workshops, potlucks and fun!   

                        Everyone is welcome 

                 Membership dues are $15.00 per year. 
                  Make checks out to Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club  
                                   Mail to Wendy Conklin            

   


