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PLEASE NOTE:Send all newsletter items and e-mails to:  

Ted Malott e-mail      temalott@yahoo.com 

810 E. Golf Ave. Jckson, MI 49203 

 

Notes from the Prez:   
It’s almost that time again - election of officers 
for UCDC!   
 
What has this club meant to you and how can 
you help it continue to grow in the future? 
At our October meeting we will be asking for 
volunteers to serve on the nominating commit-
tee for officers who will be elected in January 
for a 2-year term.  President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer and Resident Agent are the 
offices to be filled.   
The Nominating Committee will be charged 
with providing a slate of officers - nominations 
to be made at the November meeting and nomi-
nee names to be printed in the December News-
letter.   
 
We voted in September to have a “MUSICAL 
GARAGE SALE” again this year.  So, bring 
your music related sale items (or your money) 
to the October meeting and do a little shopping! 
 
See you in October!!!!  Ann  
 

Notes from the  VP:   
Tune of the Month 
We had a great meeting last month and a lot of 
tunes were played.  There are quite a few tunes 
we have not played in quite a while, so during 
our regular workshop time, you can pick a tune 
from the following list.    
Arizona Waltz, Doodler's Reel, Julida's Polka, 
Mockingbird Hill, Niskayuna Ramble, Pays de 
Haut, Peek-a-Boo Waltz, Puncheon Floor, Reli-
gious Medley II, Springtime in the Rockies, 
Uncle Carl's Club Reel, Wheels, Willow 
Waltz.  These tunes could be in jeopardy of be-
ing deleted from our repertoire some day if we 
don't play them. 
 
 

Meckley's Flavor Fruit Farm What a great 
day we had, especially since it was supposed to 
rain all day.  No rain so we had 22 players who 
took home their choice of apples and size of ci-
der.  Steve Meckley stopped me to tell me what a 
joy it was to have us and to see so many people 
sitting and listening and having the little kids dance 
to our music .  While we were playing we saw the 
line for an elephant ride all the time we were 
there.  Our Fall play dates keep us busy, and it is a 
beautiful time of year.  See the photo of our mem-
bers who attended.  We look so good in blue! Take 
care..............Pennye  

Help with Learning a Tune 
It's great to have new members, but also great when 
you see previous members coming back.  Pat Hes-
selgrave will be helping Barb Borton on Monday 
nights, but she has also volunteered to help anyone 
who needs help with their tunes at our regular meet-
ings.  If Pat is at our meeting, just ask her for help 
and she will be glad to work with you in the craft 
room at the senior center.  Everyone is always will-
ing to share but it's always nice to know that there is 
a particular person, at a particular time and place 
where you can go for help.  Thanks Pat for volun-
teering!  
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          Upcoming Events HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Glenn Brail -27th 
Linda Brown- 22nd 
Fern Denning- 29th 
Sherry Dewey- 31st 
Pat Dornton- 23rd 
Don Fort- 14th 
Jim Franklin-5th 
Duain Lockwood- 20th 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARYS 

Marilyn Mullins- 25th 
Barb Pohanka- 28th 
Joe Weaver- 24th 
Ann Wassell- 26th 
HAPPY  ANNIVERSARY 
Everette&Fern Denning- 27th 
Jack&Marilyn Mullins- 16th 
Marc&Ellen Pember-3rd 
Don&Donna Playford- 3rd 

 

Oct. 2       Albion Corn Harvest Celebration, Victory 
Park, Albion  11:00 to 12:00 and 1:00 to 
2:00 

 

Oct.2 Nettle Lake Jam -Nettle Lake United 
Brethren  in Christ Church 18560 County 
Road 5-75  Montpelier, OH  43543  First 
Saturday of the  month 6:00pm -Jack & 
Marilyn Mullins (517)  254-
4828       marilynmullins@hotmail.com    

 

Oct. Monday Knights– Moving to Bean Ele-
mentary School 3201 Noble (south off King 
rd.), Spring Arbor Mi. 49283 

 

Oct. 9  UCDC Regular meeting Uncle Carl's 
Dulcimer Club - Spring  Arbor Senior Cen-
ter - 12:30 - doors open.. 

 

Oct. 12 Downtown Jackson Restaurant.7:30 
PM Mystery Trip for Sunshine Seniors, 
Wear Blue Vests, White Shirts & Dark 
Slacks. Questions Call Barb Borton 517-
783 2670 

 

Oct.23 PRESENTING IN CONCERT PICKS & 

STICKS at Sandstone Congregational 
Church  250 S. Sandstone Rd. Jackson, Mi. 
7:00 PM.... price  $5.00 at the door.   Open 
jam at 4:00 PM  Contact number for more 
information Pat Hesselgrave 517-750-3472 
(see article) 

Dec. 4 Grosvenor House Christmas open 
house gig in Jonesville, play at 2:00 
PM. Please use front entrance.  

 

 

 Practice with Pennye  3 CD set of UCDC repertoire to 
practice with, or choose which tunes you want on one 
CD.  Played slowly and then up to tempo.  Contact Pen-
nye at 517-547-7448 or pennyes@comcast.net for more 

information.  Hammered Dulcimer Lessons  Ac-
cepting new students.  Contact Pennye at 517-547-
7448 or pennyes@comcast.net.  

SILVER STRINGS DULCIMER CLUB meets at 7 
p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at Good 
Hope Lutheran Church, 28680 Cherry Hill, Garden City 
MI.  Click on links below to go to the club’s website and 
YouTube Channel. http://www.silverstrings.org             

http://www.youtube.com/user/SilverStringsClub  

 

MONDAY KNIGHTS: The Monday Knights will 
meet 6-8pm at the Bean Elementary School ef-
fective 9/27/10.  3201 Noble (south off King rd.), 
Spring Arbor Mi. 49283 .. (south) to the end of 
Noble Road and the school is there right at the 
end of the Road.  Go in the main doors (the ones 
in the middle, to the left of the pillars) immedi-
ately to the right is the cafeteria.  Questions Call 
Barb Borton 517-783 2670 

 

UCDC Name Tag: to order, contact Wendy Conklin 
517-542-2291 or weconklin@dmcibb.net  

REMINDER: UCDC Membership Dues @ $15/
family due January 2011. Please make checks out 
to Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club or UCDC & mail to 
Wendy Conklin 7186 W. Sterling Rd, Litchfield, MI 
49252.   Dues run Jan-2011 thru Dec-2011 
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President   Ann Wassell 

                                                abwassell@frontiernet.net 

Vice-President  Pennye Scheiber 

   pennyes@comcast.net 

Secretary  &  Sandy Johnson 

Sunshine Coordinator  thewoodswhisper@gmail.co  

Treasurer  &  Wendy Conklin 

Membership                            7186 W. Sterling Rd. 

   Litchfield, MI  49252 

                  Phone (517)542-2291 

                  weconklin@dmcibb.net  

Music Coordinator   Pennye Scheiber 

Tape Sales    Marsha Fort and Pennye Scheiber 

Newsletter                 Ted Malott 

                                                temalott@yahoo.com  

Web Site Manager                 Karen Turner 

                  karenturner@comcast.net 

Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 
Meetings on the 2nd Saturday of each 
month,except June July and August 

PICKS AND STICKS 
On Saturday, October 23, at 7 p.m., the mu-
sic group, Picks and Sticks, will perform at 
Sandstone Congregational Church, Jackson  
MI.  (see upcoming events) 
Picks and Sticks music performance is a mix-
ture of acoustical folk, swing, traditional, 
light pop, western, country, jazz, bluegrass 
and oldie tunes.  They feature the hammered 
dulcimer in a fabulous way, spiced up with 
vocals and great guitar, fiddle, and banjo 
playing styles.   
 

The group has been convention and festival 
headliners around the country. 
Mike Gleason, the fiddle player, has recently 
been elected to the Fiddle Players Hall of 
Fame! 
 

Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club would like to 
invite all those who would like to come early 
at 4:30 to set up for, and then enjoy a potluck 
supper at 5 p.m.  There will be time after din-
ner for all musicians to do some jamming 
until just before the performance time.  If you 
are coming for any part of the potluck/
jamming/performance, please let Pat Hessel-
grave know at least a week in advance of Oc-
tober 23 at bus11ph@comcast.net.  Tickets 
for Picks and Sticks at the door will be $5.00.  
Bring your friends and family and come and 
join us in a great evening of  fun with Mor-
gan, Sherry, Sue and Mike!   

 

Shirts, Sweatshirts, Vests, etc 
We have new members who have been re-
questing some of these items.  Please contact 
Pennye Scheiber so that she can send in an or-
der and get them before the holidays. Shirts 
come in men's and women's sizes 
S,M.L,XL,2X,3X.  Vests and sweatshirts are 
one size S,M,L,XL,2X,3X.  Shirts and vests 
are around $20, and sweatshirts are about $17. 
Hats and totes are also available.  PS.  I have 
one vest in small and a sweatshirt in large 
available at last years price. 

 
FOR SALE:   6 String Washburn Guitar   Model 
C80S w/case  $300.00       and  6 String Yamaha 
Model CG - 131S  w/case  $300.00   If interested 
call Barb Borton 517-783-2670 
  
 

Michigan Ave. Car show (Jackson) 
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Do you have questions about our music, instruments, 
performing, etc.?  Please submit your Q & A to 
Tammy Hover tamrahover@yahoo.com (or 10250 
Fowler Rd., Hanover, MI 49241) so we can help & 
inspire each other!  Next month’s question: “What 

has been the most rewarding experience you have 

had performing with a group or solo?” (Ex.: This 
might have been an experience you had while per-
forming at a nursing home, a comment someone made 
to you, or just the personal satisfaction of playing mu-
sic, etc.) 
Here are the answers received from last month’s 

question:   “Have you ever played out solo? What 

was your experience like?” 

1. Yes, I have played solo and it is a lot of fun once 
you get over the “shaking hammers”.  The first time I 
did it, my hammers shook so badly, I was surprised 
that I played the right notes.  The only way to get over 
this is to play for others “by yourself” as much as pos-
sible.  Keep yourself focused on the tune and turn 
sideways when playing for your audience.  That way 
they are not right in front of you.   Pennye Scheiber 

2. Soon after I learned to play my hammered dulci-
mer I began playing solo at local nursing homes to 
build up my confidence in playing in public.  I have 
always had a desire to share music with others, and 
had that goal in mind as I learned to play the dulcimer.  
I found the nursing home audiences to be very appre-
ciative and forgiving when I fumbled.  In some ways it 
was easier than trying to get a group together and also 
I could play my own choice of songs and arrange-
ments.  It helped me to develop the ability to accom-
pany myself with harmonies also.  The experience has 
been good, and I have grown more comfortable play-
ing for audiences as well.   Hannah Wright 

3. Yes, I have played out “Solo”.  Once you get over 
the initial terror it can be a lot of fun.  It is a lot easier 
to interact with the audience and ask them what they 
would like to hear.  Try to play songs the audience 
will know and recognize.  Remember, a lot of the 
songs the Dulcimer clubs play are not songs that the 
average non-musician will recognize. Most of all relax 
and have fun and the audience will have fun too.  Jack 
Sowle 

4. When we are in Texas over winter, our park has a 
jam session every Friday, more like a stage show.  
Each time it comes my turn, my left hand shakes and I 
play far too fast just to get through it.  So glad when 
Terry gets there to cover my mistakes.  I’m definitely 
not a solo performer.   Jeanine Houk 

5. Many years ago, I played for my dad’s retirement 
facility.  It was nerve-wracking, as I had to write notes 
about what I was going to say in-between pieces.  But 
I worked on a lot of harmonies to embellish, and the 
good part about it, was that when I needed to, I could 
slow down a bit!  All in all it was quite success-
ful…had some nice comments afterwards, too.     Syl-
via Pow 

6. The first time that I played solo was a terrifying 
experience.  I was still a fairly new player and my 
hands were shaking so much that I was sure that my 
hammers would never reach the strings.  I think that it 
was more difficult for me because I was performing in 
front of a women’s club and I knew some of the mem-
bers.  Each time that I’ve played a solo gig, even with 
23 years of playing I still feel very uncomfortable.  My 
favorite solos are when I can be background music 
(wallpaper) because everyone is busy talking or eating 
and I can relax and enjoy playing the dulcimer.   
Sharon McAuliffe 

7. My first time playing solo: 
I have, and always will be afflicted with stage fright, 
so playing alone was a no-no for a long, long time.  
However, about 15 years ago, the Dahlem Center 
Christmas Bazaar asked me to play Christmas songs 
during the hours that the Bazaar was open, so I agreed 
to do so.  Well, Christmas songs are in a class of their 
own, but I was committed.  It was a moving crowd and 
after the initial first half hour, it went well.  I had my 
music to look at and I had practiced them many, many 
times.  Also a group from the Dahlem Center came up 
and did a sing-a-long.  In fact I have played many 
times at the Christmas Bazaar since, being joined occa-
sionally by a guitar player, Bernie Riggs.  It went so 
well that I played at Church all by myself also. Played 
for the prelude, and a special number and then for the 
closing.  I have also played at the Club Christmas and 
Anniversary parties.  This is the hardest part, I think, 
playing for your peers. My hands shake back and forth 
and up and down, so I have to get control of them first. 
I played ‘The Entertainer’ one year and last year 
played ‘In The Good Old Summer Time’ with every-
one singing the special words.  My advice to anyone 
playing alone would be, if you have stage fright: I 
think talking to the audience seems to calm me down, 
then I don’t look at the audience at first, and I hold my 
hammers very snug and try to not be afraid to start 
over, and DO IT, and Practice, Practice, Practice!!! 
“Keep a Smile On Your Face and Play a Sweet Tune.        
Barb Borton 
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Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 

810 E. Golf Ave. 
Jackson, MI 49203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club was formed in 1982 to promote dulcimer music.  Today the 

club features the hammered dulcimer and the mountain dulcimer with a variety of other 

instruments including guitar, bass, mandolin, autoharp and the penny whistle.  Members 

have the opportunity to learn new tunes, jam together, perform in public, attend meetings, 

receive the monthly newsletter and take part in festivals, workshops, potlucks and fun!   

Everyone is welcome 

  Membership dues are $15.00 per year. 

Make checks out to Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 

Mail to Wendy Conklin            

   


