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Notes from the Prez:   
For many years I have enjoyed working 

“Celebrity Cipher” word puzzles in the local 

paper.  I became aware of the puzzles years ago 

when my Dad and Mother worked the puzzle 

together as soon as the paper appeared every 

day.  In this type of puzzle, each letter stands 

for another letter and only one hint is 

given.  The result, if you can work the puzzle, 

is a quote that is often something to think 

about.  It has taken me several years to learn the 

ways a puzzle can be solved.  

A few weeks ago I worked the puzzle and the 

quote went like this, “Music is the moonlight in 

the dark of life.”   

It’s true.  When life gets you down, music lifts 

you up and provides a ray of light and joy in an 

otherwise dark existence.    The way to music is 

practice, pure and simple, and music practice 

can be a powerful force in our lives.  

Practice - especially practice all the tunes the 

club plays when we play at various play 

dates.  When you can play the music, and play 

really well with other member of our 

group,  come out and join us as we perform for 

others and your life will be filled with the 

“moonlight”. 

PRACTICE the music every day, it is so worth 

it!!!!!!  Ann   
 

 

 From the Vice Prez:. 

Tune of the Month 
Summer is flying by and there has been so 

much music in my life recently.  I hope it has 

been in yours too.  With putting my workshops 

together, leading the pre-show at Evart, and 

jamming, it seems that music was every-

where.  Hopefully, you have picked up a new 

tune or two or have been practicing our club 

tunes.  No new tune this month as we still are 

enjoying our summer.  Hot enough for you?  Of 

course, the air conditioning will keep you indoors 

as there is more heat on the way.  Hopefully, it will 

cool down some for our next festival in Mid-

land.  Hope to see you there.  It's a great little festi-

val......................Pennye 
 

 

Evart Funfest 

Midland Folk Music Festival 
As always, the Funfest was a lot of fun.  Lots of 

jamming until late hours and many good work-

shops to attend.  Children's program is always im-

proving and they even did stage performance.  A 

new educational program has started so check out 

the festival website ( http://dulcimers.com/

festival.html) to learn about it.  There will be post-

ing of photos soon so that you can see everything 

that went on.  There is never an end to learning.  I 

attended a few beginning workshops just to see 

what ideas I could pick up to share with my begin-

ning students.  Had my eyes opened a few times so, 

as you see, I continue to learn too.  Yes, it was hot, 

so when the workshops were over many folks just 

wanted to rest and get out of the heat.  Friday 

night's pre-show number was down to 178 this 

year, but that's still a lot of dulcimers.  It's all about 

fun but also making sure you don't end up with 

heat exhaustion.  If you didn't make it to Evart, the 

Midland festival is just around the corner - August 

26-29 ( http://www.folkmusicsociety.org/festival) - 

plenty of hotel space nearby for non-

campers.  Workshops will be listed soon.  Come 

and enjoy one of the most friendly festivals in 

Michigan. 

Take care.............Pennye  
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          Upcoming Events HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Denise Allman- 5th 
Paula Brawdy - 30th 
Mary Lou Crandall- 4th 
Bob Hlavacek- 30th 
Linda Osgood- 23rd 
Ellen Pember -16th 
Don Playford- 31st 
Pennye Scheiber- 16th 
Kathy Wynn- 13th 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARYS 

HAPPY  ANNIVERSARY 
Jim&Mary Green- 20th 
Jerry&Peg Kloock- 29th Aug 7   Thompson House Museum, Hudson, MI - 

11:00 am.  Play one hour, enjoy lunch 

(included), play another hour after 

lunch.  Exact time will be finalized. See  

http://www.thompsonmuseum.org                    

City wide garage sale day too.  

 

Aug 9 Monday Knights– ALLEGENCE HOS-
PICE HOME,  6:30 to 8:00PM  Turn north 

off Springport Road on Kingsberry Road 

(across from Vista Grande Villa) go to the 

end of the road. 

 

Aug. 12 QUINCY IN THE PARK, 8-9 p.m. (There 

will be lights).  Quincy is west of Jonesville and 

Allen, on US 12.  Turn North at the only traffic 

light in Quincy to the park.  Let Ann Wassell, 

abwassell@frontiernet.net, know if you can 

play.  Wear blue vests.  

 

Aug 23 Monday Knights– TBA at Buckey Harris 
or contact Barb Borton 

Aug 24 BUCKY HARRIS PARK, in Jack-
son.  (corner of Mich Ave and Jackson St., 

Jackson)  12 noon to 1 p.m.  Wear blue 

vests.  Contact, Barb Borton 783-2670  

Aug. 26-29  MIDLAND FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL, Mid-

land, MI  

Aug 27 Jackson Cruise Night.  Corner of Me-

chanic and Michigan Ave in Jackson. 6:00 

to 8:00pm(contact Barb Borton) 

Sept 25  Homer Historical Society, Blair Farm 1-
2:30 pm. West on M60, 1 mile east of 

Homer.  Wear blue vests.  

 

********************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 Attention UCDC members….If you want to order 
a UCDC name tag contact Wendy Conklin  517-

542-2291 or weconklin@dmcibb.net. Thanks 

……..Wendy 

Practice with Pennye  3 CD set of UCDC reper-
toire to practice with, or choose which tunes you 

want on one CD.  Played slowly and then up to 

tempo.  Contact Pennye at 517-547-7448 or 

pennyes@comcast.net for more information. 

Hammered Dulcimer Lessons  Accepting new 
students.  Contact Pennye at 517-547-7448 or 

pennyes@comcast.net.  

 

 

SILVER STRINGS DULCIMER CLUB meets at 7 
p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at Good 

Hope Lutheran Church, 28680 Cherry Hill, Garden City 

MI.  Click on links below to go to the club’s website and 

YouTube Channel. http://www.silverstrings.org             

http://www.youtube.com/user/SilverStringsClub  

 

The first MAUMEE STREET JAM  of the season will 
be 09-18-10. This will be combined with the City of 

Adrian's Art-A-Licious Festival.    More details will be 

available for the September newsletter.  
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President   Ann Wassell 

                                                abwassell@frontiernet.net 

Vice-President  Pennye Scheiber 

   pennyes@comcast.net 

Secretary  &  Sandy Johnson 

Sunshine Coordinator  thewoodswhisper@gmail.co  

Treasurer  &  Wendy Conklin 

Membership                            7186 W. Sterling Rd. 

   Litchfield, MI  49252 

                  Phone (517)542-2291 

                  weconklin@dmcibb.net  

Music Coordinator   Pennye Scheiber 

Tape Sales    Marsha Fort and Pennye Scheiber 

Newsletter                 Ted Malott 

                                                temalott@yahoo.com  

Web Site Manager                 Karen Turner 

                  karenturner@comcast.net 

Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 
Meetings on the 2nd Saturday of each 

UCDC Campout 
Another great campout for our club.  We had 

a wonderful time between the storms.  Yes, a 

storm hit on Wednesday and trees were down 

and a few trailers were damaged.  Only one 

of our members was already there to ride out 

the storm.  They survived undamaged - Hur-

ray!  We had a small jam under Bob and Sue 

Clement's awning on Thursday evening.  The 

rest of the folks arrived on Friday and after 

supper our jam took place in the pavil-

ion.  Saturday morning our workshop on 

Stone's Rag was a great 

success.  Some neat ham-

mer patterns help with this 

tune so ask me if you are 

having difficulty.  As the 

day was beautiful, our af-

ternoon jam was held un-

der the big trees.  Pot luck 

always has the best food 

ever.  How about sharing 

some of those recipes 

gals?  There were about 

56 folks enjoying the 

yummy dishes.  Another 

fun evening of jamming 

but folks were ready to quit by 11:00 after a 

long day.  Besides, they had to be up early 

for our pancake and sausage breakfast.  We 

had some excellent cooks.  Folks slowly 

started leaving and the few of us that were 

going to stay packed up in a hurry when we 

heard bad thunderstorms and tornadoes were 

headed our way.  The storm ended up going 

north, but some folks at another campground 

were hit.  We were all safe and as the saying 

goes - better to be safe than sorry.  We all 

look forward to a fun campout again next 

year.................Pennye 

 

My brother posted a video compilation of an after-

noon jam at the campout on his YouTube site you may 

like to share with the club   

http://www.youtube.com/watch#!v=mT05ueP120c&feature=channel  

……...Tom and Suzie Whitehead 

 

ALASAKA BOUND 
A big hello from Alaska from our members Marc and Ellen 

Pember. They left in June taking their camper on a road trip, 

and will return late August.  
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Do you have questions about our music, instru-

ments, performing, etc?  Please  

submit your questions and answers to Tammy 

Hover at tamrahover@yahoo.com 

 

This month's question: 

When do you suggest a person is ready to perform 

out with Uncle Carl's Dulcimer  

Club?  Also, when did you first perform in pub-

lic? How much experience did you  

have? What was your experience like? 

 

 

1.  I think that if you can play a few songs on the play 

list, you should get out there and play...take spoons or 

an egg and be the rhythm section on the songs you 

don't know or try chording.  Pennye suggested that I 

go to any jam I  

could find from the beginning to get a feel for playing 

in public.  When I took a class in Buckeye with Guy 

George, he suggested to go to a winery and offer to 

play for free...with a little boom box for backup and 

rhythm.  He reminded us that most people cannot play 

any instrument  and don't notice alternative notes or 

two B parts of a song being played...and usually don't 

stay to listen long or  

to close.  I have played with Jammin' Grammas and 

just friends and we have made blatant mistakes & still 

receive raves...Go out & play!  You are your own 

worst critic! ……. Sandy Johnson 

 

2.  I waited until I learned almost all of the UCDC 

playout list.  The songs I didn't know I tried to chord 

to or just listened to the rest play.  I enjoy hearing the 

music almost as much as playing.  You always learn 

something by just listening.  …….Kathy Culy 

 

3.  I feel that a person is ready to perform out with 

UCDC or any other group when they know the reper-

toire well and can play the music without sheet music 

in front of them.  I have always felt that I needed 

to play a piece of music at least 50 times (after memo-

rizing it) before I play it out in public.  After receiving 

the dulcimer as a Christmas gift from my husband I 

joined a dulcimer club in my area and worked very 

hard, for nearly 1 1/2yrs to learn their list of  

music.  I had only been playing two years when I was 

asked to join an 8 piece dulcimer band. My first play-

out was at a large arts & crafts festival.  I was really 

nervous for the first few playouts, but eventually I re-

laxed and came to enjoy the audiences as much as the 

music that I was playing. ………..Sharon McAuliffe 

 

4.  When our club was new and no one except Uncle 

Carl could play very well, we had a gig at Cornwell 

Turkey Farm in their gazebo, and our list was about 10 

songs and it was a 2 hour gig.  Uncle Carl played many 

songs by himself and about 10 or 15 of us played from 

the list, and played the list several times.  So my 

thought is even if you don't know many songs, play 

out with the club the songs that you do 

know.  ……...Barb Borton 

 

5.   The first group I performed with was Silver 

Strings.  I tried to learn the tunes on the performance 

list and when I had some of them down I went to my 

first playdate.  For the tunes I did not know, I asked if 

it was OK to play a tambourine.  As long as I did the 

"beat" right they said OK.(Spoons would work also).  I 

was so excited that the group welcomed me and that I 

could actually be part of them.  As long as you can 

play along with others, it's never too early  

to join in.  Remember that "there is safety in num-

bers"...Pennye Scheiber 

 

6.   I would suggest that a person is ready to play out 

with UCDC when they know 2/3 of the tunes on the 

club playlist for that particular gig. Also, that they try a 

short gig first.  Since some are 45 min-hr. versus 2-3 

hrs. The playlist would be shorter and more manage-

able for a newbie performer..The rest of the songs 

could be chorded or air-hammered with a smile :)   I 

would assume that the newbie performer would not be 

front and center but way in the back, both for comfort 

sake, less stress and less chance of the audience hear-

ing any mistakes (or as we HD musicians like to say, 

accidental embellishments!) It also would probably be 

useful if one could play comfortably in a jam & keep 

up with other musicians prior to performing out. I first 

performed in public with a large HD club & was in the 

last row, almost invisible from the front of the stage.  I 

also played at an apple festival in a big barn which was 

very casual & I didn't have to lead any songs.  I don't 

think I did this until I had played for several yrs. until I 

knew enough traditional songs by heart. (I can't play 

by ear, nor had I ever heard any of these tunes before. 

Playing on stage in the back wasn't all that great be-

cause I was too close to all of the back-up instruments 

& had a harder time hearing the dulcimer melo-

dies.  Playing in the barn was fun, but often very cold 

which made your fingers stiff. But the camaraderie 

was great and the audience appreciative, so that's what 

really counts!  ……...Nancy  
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Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 

810 E. Golf Ave. 
Jackson, MI 49203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club was formed in 1982 to promote dulcimer music.  Today the 

club features the hammered dulcimer and the mountain dulcimer with a variety of other 

instruments including guitar, bass, mandolin, autoharp and the penny whistle.  Members 

have the opportunity to learn new tunes, jam together, perform in public, attend meetings, 

receive the monthly newsletter and take part in festivals, workshops, potlucks and fun!   

Everyone is welcome 

  Membership dues are $15.00 per year. 

Make checks out to Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 

Mail to Wendy Conklin            

   


