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“This and That” from Julie  

               Next meeting:  September 10, 2016 

Well, summer is here.  It's warm and sunny, flowers are out and campers are set.  We 
have many opportunities to get out there this summer.  Try and make it to at least a 
few.  Check the newsletter for dates and times.  Silver Strings Campout first and then 
the Waffle Farm Campout.  Don't forget Saturdays Pot Luck, Sunday morning’s break-
fast and if there's enough interest, a gospel jam afterwards.  We will be asking a nomi-
nal fee (at least $1 per) to cover the meal on Sunday AM.  Always a good time and good 
food.  Bob and Sandy are hosting again.  See you there. 
 
Our last meeting (May) made me think about our list of songs.  We have quite a few that we (as a group) 
play flawlessly!  We could play them with our eyes closed we know them so well (Small World, Soldiers Joy, 
Red Apple Rag).  Then there are those songs that we know "somewhat", we play them with some difficulty 
but we muddle through praying that they would end fast (Steppin’ Out With George, Strolling By the Fox, 
Niskayuna Ramble)!  Lo and behold, there are those songs that we don't even attempt OR grumble all the 
way through OR just sit and wait for them to be over (Mr. Gubbin’s Bicycle, Arizona Waltz, Mountain Belle 
Schottische).  Why is that?  Why do we settle for familiarity?  Why don't we push ourselves?  Is it because 
we don't like to be pushed?  Is it because we just don't like those songs?  Maybe we just didn't spend 
enough time working on them?  Maybe you think you know enough songs and this is just another one you 
don't want to have rolling around in your brain?   Is it that you're happy with those few songs you know 
well and don't feel it's necessary to learn anymore?  What's your excuse?   What's the answer for YOU if 
there are songs out there that you want to have in your collective memory?   What's your game plan IF we 
have a song you've heard and want to learn it?   
 
I will be teaching a new song to the club at the Waffle Farm Campout.  It's an oldie but goodie.  It's also 

copyrighted (like a few other songs we play).  How many remember ALLEY CAT?  It's a toe tap-
per and a fun (somewhat complicated) song.  BUT, not so complicated that we can't learn it.  It 
uses those notes that we tend to ignore (B flat, G sharp, D sharp) or just refuse to play.  There are 
very distinctive patterns in this song and once you learn them they will become good friends!  IF 
a group of new players can learn it, so can you!  Check out the music for this in the newslet-
ter.  Sharon McAuliffe and I worked on this to make it an easy read.  Think positive and like that 
little engine said; "I think I can, I think I can".   

 
See you at the Waffle Farm! 

We Were a Hit!     By Jan Woodard 

I would just like to say "Thank you" again to all of you who joined us for the play date on 

April 30 at the Great Lakes Christian College.  We had a wonderful audience!  They were 

interested and appreciative of the music, and also had many questions about the dulcimer, our club, Uncle 

Carl himself, and a number of other things.  Among us there was a wealth of knowledge that we could 

share, and I was very glad I didn't have to try and answer everything, since I really didn't know about some 

of it.  I had a great time, and from the comments I heard, I think the other players did, also.  If you were un-

able to join us for that one, please consider some of the upcoming gigs as they come along.  It can really be a 

fun experience!  



Upcoming Events  

9 Mary Colgan 
5 Doreen Bernie 
22 Ed Conklin 

26 Bob Clemet & Marcia Fort 
30 Roger Davis & Steve Hadley 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARYS 

UCDC Play Dates 
Currently no play dates are scheduled for June. 
Future Play Dates 
July 15—The Learning Fair will be held at the Ella 
Sharp Park Museum, 3225 4th St., Jackson 10:30 to 
12:00.  Come early.  T-shirt and lunch ticket. 
August 6 — Thompson Museum, Hudson, MI 
Play 11:00 to 1:30, lunch provided. 
Other Happenings 
ODPC Funfest—July 14, 15, 16 and 17 Osceola Fair-
grounds 
Fiddler’s Convention—Aug. 13 Hillsdale Fair-
grounds 
Midland Folk Festival—August 26, 27 and 28 Mid-
land Fairgrounds 
 

UCDC Membership Dues:  $ 15/family - Please 
make checks out to UCDC and mail to Wendy 
Conklin, 7186 W. Sterling Rd., Litchfield, MI 
49252. Covers January thru December 2016.   
 
UCDC Name Tag: to order, contact Wendy 
Conklin 517-542-2291 or wconklin22@gmail.com  
 
Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers for 
sale:   Call Paula Brawdy at 616 240 0445 .   
 
 Practice with Pennye: 3 CD set of UCDC rep-
ertoire to practice with, or choose which tunes you 
want on one CD.   Christmas  tunes also available. 
Call Pennye Scheiber at  517-547-7448 or  
pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 
 

If you have never seen your name listed here, 

we may not have the information.   See Wendy. 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

President, Julie Mester 
jandsenterprises@comcast.net 
 
Vice President, Don Woodard 
djedje@live.com 
 
Secretary, Ramona Hadley 
mundagal@att.net 
 
Treasurer/Membership/ 
Sunshine Coordinator 
Wendy Conklin 
wconklin22@gmail.com 
 
Trustees: 

Marcia Fort 

fort1958@att.net 

Scott Mester 

jandsenterprises@comcast.net 

 

Resident Agent, Ann Johnson 
johnsondone@yahoo.com 
 
Workshop Leader/Music Books 

Christine Stewart 

mommastewart49@yahoo.com  

Newsletter Editor 

Pennye Scheiber 

pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 

 

Web Site / Dropbox Manager  

Karen Turner 

karenturner@comcast.net 

 
 

Board Members—2015/2016 

15 Don & Kathy Falls 
24 Don & Ann Johnson 

28 George & Pat Dornton 

          Arts/Music in the Park 

Manitou Beach– Deveil’s Lake Festival of 
the Arts, June 18 all day entertainment 

Brooklyn—every Friday night at 7:00 pm 
starting June 3 through August 19. 

Hudson— every Thursday night at 7:00 
pm starting June 9 through August 25 

Jackson—Rotary Community Bandshell 
Saturday night and sometimes Friday 
through the summer.  Check their sched-
ule. 

Manchester—Rockin’ in the Park, con-
certs through out the summer. 

If you have an event that folks would be 
interested in, we can post it here. 



__ __ 
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