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“This and That” from Julie  

 
I have considered myself very fortunate these last couple of months as have the people I've been around.  We Michi-
ganders know the score and we'll take what we can get!  The fall just kept going and going and going and it sort of 
lulled into that false reality of winter.  Well, that has all stopped.  The blinders are off!  Winter IS HERE!  It was nice 
not having to wear 25 pounds of gear to go outside or to travel to jams.  Ah, such is life here in the cold north (just a 
little jab to those snow birds enjoying the warm sunshine in the south)!   
 
We had a wonderful jam last month.  It was good that we took the time to go over the 15 (?) songs of the last 
year.  Some we played well together, some not too together.  Looks like we have some practicing to do on those 
songs.   
 
I would like to say a special thank you to everyone who has been participating in our playdates MOST of all to Jan 
Woodard who has taken over as head of playdates.  She has been doing a marvelous job at leading the group.  Her 
enthusiasm is greatly appreciated by all those around.  Thanks Jan!   
 
And speaking of play dates..........for those who have never participated, never seen the face of the elderly man as he 
cries in memory of days past, never heard the voices or hand clapping of the crowd singing those familiar tunes, nev-
er saw the delight in the eyes of those who are lonely and in need of entertainment.....you are truly missing 
out!  UCDC is struggling to get enough players involved.  It seems it's the same few who attend time and time 
again.  It's time to grow our traveling group and time for YOU as a member of UCDC to get involved :)  You don't 
have to be perfect at each and every song. Most of the tunes are ones we play all the time anyhow.  They're listed on 
our website.  Take a look, practice up and stretch yourself towards evolving into a more confident player.   Oh, you 
don't want to be in the spotlight?  You don't want to be seen?  You're afraid of making a mistake and having some-
one hear it?  Pfft!  No one is going to hear you make a mistake and so what?  As far as being "seen", you can sit in the 
back of the group!  You won't be calling out the names of the songs (Jan's job) so there goes the spotlight!  All I'm 
asking is that you get involved and remember this: 
 
     THE PURPOSE OF UCDC SHALL BE TO PROMOTE THE PLAYING OF, AND THE ENJOYMENT 
OF, THE MUSIC OF THE HAMMERED DULCIMER.  
 
If we don't promote, we're just another club.  A group of people who get together to have a good time, 
play songs and go on our merry way.  I ask that you consider this and give Jan a call.  We have some 
upcoming events and the club could use you. 
 
 

Players needed from Jan Woodard 
Calling all players, especially those in the Jackson area. (due to location of most of the gigs we 
play)   We are in need of more people to join us at play dates.  All instruments are welcome.  If you play 
the dulcimer and feel less than qualified to play some of the melodies, consider chording along - we could use the 
back up as well as tune players.  It is really fun and can be very rewarding, as well.  Most of the gigs are at senior 
centers, rehab places, and assisted living facilities.  The folks there are always appreciative of the music, don't notice 
if you make mistakes, and if they DO notice, they don't care!  Think about it! 
We do have one scheduled play date at this time.  Mostly will play our regular performance list but will add as many 
Irish tunes as everyone playing is comfortable with, as they are having an Irish-themed dinner that day. 
 
 
Officer Needed 

We would like to thank Don Woodard for stepping up to the plate to fill the position of Vice President until next 
year’s election.  Don is always there to lend a helping hand so we appreciate his offering to do this.  Thanks Don! 

 

 



Upcoming Events  

2 Don Johnson 
9 Chris Sorell 
14 Barb Davis 

15 Kathie Campbell 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARYS 

UCDC Play Dates 
 
February 18  Thursday, 4:00 pm Ridgecrest, Rob-
inson Rd. 1/4 mile north of McCain in Jackson. 
Contact Jan Woodard at 517-782-4396 
 
 

UCDC Membership Dues:  $ 15/family - Please 
make checks out to UCDC and mail to Wendy 
Conklin, 7186 W. Sterling Rd., Litchfield, MI 
49252. Covers January thru December 2016.   
 
UCDC Name Tag: to order, contact Wendy 
Conklin 517-542-2291 or wconklin22@gmail.com  
 
Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers for 
sale:   Call Paula Brawdy at 616 240 0445 .   
 
 Practice with Pennye: 3 CD set of UCDC rep-
ertoire to practice with, or choose which tunes you 
want on one CD.   Christmas  tunes also available. 
Call Pennye Scheiber at  517-547-7448 or  
pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 
 

If you have never seen your name listed here, 

we may not have the information.   See Wendy. 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

President, Julie Mester 
jandsenterprises@comcast.net 
 
Vice President, Don Woodard 
djedje@live.com 
 
Secretary, Ramona Hadley 
mundagal@att.net 
 
Treasurer/Membership/ 
Sunshine Coordinator 
Wendy Conklin 
wconklin22@gmail.com 
 
Trustees: 

Marcia Fort 

fort1958@att.net 

Scott Mester 

jandsenterprises@comcast.net 

 

Resident Agent, Ann Johnson 
johnsondone@yahoo.com 
 
Workshop Leader/Music Books 

Christine Stewart 

mommastewart49@yahoo.com  

Newsletter Editor 

Pennye Scheiber 

pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 

 

Web Site / Dropbox Manager  

Karen Turner 

karenturner@comcast.net 

 
 

Board Members—2015/2016 

Monday Knights cancelled until 
March.  Watch the newsletter for 

further information. 

14 Steve & Ramona Hadley 
20 Scott & Julie Mester 
24 Terry & Sylvia Pow 

 

Dropbox News 
 
Karen Turner is now taking care of our Dropbox 

so you will see some updates now and then.  You 

need do nothing.  Several members have copied or 

deleted tunes and/or manipulated the tunes in 

some way.  Sometimes this is by accident and not 

intentional.  And sometimes cell phones have been 

known to interfere and make changes to our Drop-

box without the user knowing.  If you have any 

questions, you can contact Karen at  

karenturner@comcast.net 



Workshop Corner by Christine Stewart 

I think last month's "recap" went pretty well. Sometimes we learn so many songs we 
forget that we have learned them. (Or where!). Should we designate every January 
meeting as recap, review, or Auld Lang Syne workshop month?  Let me know what 
you think.  
 
Thanks to all of you that commented on Jasmine's new auto harp. She was delighted 
that everyone noticed. I guess I should have tuned it for her before I wrapped it. Oh 
well, I will try to tune it before February's meeting. Special thank-you to Ann Johnson for sitting with 
her and giving her special attention and instruction.  
 
Kim Huston has graciously volunteered to workshop our February song, Jamie Allen. It looks like a 
fun song!   
 
Doing a Google search I found this from https://thesession.org/tunes/6354  in the comments sec-
tion.  "Also known as Jamie Allen, Jamie Allen’s Rant, Reel Of Tullochgorum, The Reel Of Tulloch-
gorum. 
 
This is one of the ultimates in what noxious blanket would call dag. The treasure-house of Northum-
brian minstrels contains many of these. But this one’s too well-known to be ignored. In North-East 
England it’s a Rant, but it could be tweaked up into an Irish polka. 
 
Jimmy or Jamie Allen was a piper who lived from 1733 to 1810. He was famed for his expertise on 
Northumbrian small pipes and other kinds of bagpipes, but was an all-round rogue. At 70 he was im-
prisoned for stealing a horse, and spent his last seven years in a gaol under the 
road down to Elvet Bridge in Durham; he died days before a pardon arrived from 
the Prince Regent. (The underground gaol, very occasionally opened for guided 
tours, is left just as it was when abandoned, probably soon after Allen’s time: a 
very dark and spooky place.)". {Another post on this page states the gaol is now a 
wine bar}  
 
"Allen was credited with improvements to the small pipes, maybe including the 
first additions of keys to increase the range of the Northumbrian pipes from their 
basic one octave. If he really did compose this tune as is held - and I don’t know 
how much proof for this exists - then the tune’s high A would indicate that the 
addition of at least one high note key was a feature of the chanter he played." 
 
I often learn much from researching these songs!  For instance:  how many of you 

know what a "Rant" is?  I didn't!  But I do now. It is the Scottish 
dance, looks a lot like an Irish Jig. 

 

Snowbird News 

A jam was held in Dade City, Florida on January 14 and there were 10 musicians 

from UCDC there.  It was a good time with a pot luck.   If you are visiting Florida, 

check with our members to see if there is 

a jam somewhere near you. 

February 22 Silver Springs (Bob Clemet) 

February 29 Apollo Beach  

     (Pennye Scheiber) 

March 6 Zephryhills (Marilyn Mullins) 
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