
Website: http://www.unclecarls.org                                               April 2016 

“This and That” from Julie  

Next meeting:  April 9, 2016  -  11:30-4:30 pm 

Ah, Spring is here and the flowers are starting to bloom.  It's about time huh?  We've been 
very fortunate to have a kind winter here in Michigan.  Listen to that you Snow Birds..... 
You traveled so far away and you could have just stayed here in Pure Michigan.   
   
Plenty of fun music stuff coming up.  Campouts, festivals, jams etc.  Mark your calendars, call the 
campgrounds to make arrangements, work on those songs you've been meaning to.  It's time to get motivat-
ed, hike up those pants, put some dancing shoes on and get moving!  Grab a friend and put the smile back on 
your face.  Let's get going and keep the music alive.  It takes just a little effort sometimes to get there but you 
will IF you keep rolling.  Don't let the moss stick to you! 
 
I'd like to take the time now and let you all know about this adventure I'm on.   I enjoy music so much and I 
just can't believe there are those out there who don't have it in their lives.  It's such an integral part of my 
everyday life (just ask those around me at work about the whistling).  I asked a friend (Doreen, now a mem-
ber of UCDC) a while back if she wanted to learn the dulcimer and after mulling it over she caved.  She knew 
of a place here to meet up and practice.  So, we did just that.  Then we had the idea of getting others in-
volved.  Doreen mentioned it at a senior meeting and wouldn't you know she found a lady who HAD pur-
chased a Master Works 16 years prior, couldn't find a teacher, got discouraged and put it in the closet.   Our 
little group grew to 3(Rosemary and her husband are now members of UCDC).  The 3 of us hatched a plan to 
get more involved and the library was THE place.  Flyers were put out and Facebook also.  Our "meet and 
greet" happened and now our group had grown to 5(Margaret is now a member of UCDC and I'll have to 
work on Maureen)!   Not long after, another player came aboard (#6) (Diane has been a member of UCDC 
for a while).  So, on Wednesday nights the 6 of us get together in the senior room at our local Village Offices 
from 6:30 - 8:30.  The seniors don't charge us for the room and are being very gracious with the use of their 
copier!  I don't charge anyone to be here to learn either.  One day I'll have a local jam and I won't have to 
drive, drive, drive to do it!    Anyhow, my "students" are new (er) players, very eager to learn and are happy 
to laugh and smile.  It's such a great feeling to see it when the "lights come on" when they learn a new song or 
section of one.  I offer a new song each time we meet but there's no rushing.  Sometimes it takes a couple 
meetings to get a more difficult tune to sink in and there's no problem with that.   After we go through the 
new tune, we jam on the tunes we know.  It's a real slow jam now but I see so much potential in these ladies!   
 
I just wanted to share my happy feelings about this and I challenge EACH AND EVERYONE OF UCDC 
MEMBERS to pass on what you know to someone whether it be through teaching a song, sharing ideas and 
patterns with someone in need of help or whatever!   Keep our little club alive, keep the music flowing and 
have fun!    
 
PS  There are 2 more ladies who have inquired about our little group SO we might be at "8" WOOHOO! 
 
See you at the next meeting…..Julie 
 
PPS. (from Pennye) Of the 75 students that I have taught since becoming a member of the club, 23 of them 
have become UCDC members at one time or another.  Congratulations to Julie (my former student) for car-
rying on. I know exactly how she is feeling. 
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Upcoming Events  

2 Jim Brown 
5 Iris Richardson 

7 Jack Mullins 
15 Barb Borton 
23 Julie Mester 

23 Mary Jane Cookingham 
30 Kathy Culy 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARYS 

UCDC Play Dates 
We have scheduled play dates on Friday, April 15 at 
the Spring Arbor Senior Center, arrive around 
noon, and play at 12:30 or as soon as they're served 
and ready for us.   
 
Thursday, April 21 play at Arbor North at 4:30 pm.   
3000 Kingsbrook Dr. off of Springbrook, Jackson.  
 
Saturday, April 30 play at Great Lakes Christian 
College, 6211 W. Willow Rd. in Lansing from 7 to 8 
PM, following their dinner. (set up at 6:30)  Focus 
will be on Civil War tunes.  
Contact Jan Woodard 517-782-4396. 
 
 

UCDC Membership Dues:  $ 15/family - Please 
make checks out to UCDC and mail to Wendy 
Conklin, 7186 W. Sterling Rd., Litchfield, MI 
49252. Covers January thru December 2016.   
 
UCDC Name Tag: to order, contact Wendy 
Conklin 517-542-2291 or wconklin22@gmail.com  
 
Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers for 
sale:   Call Paula Brawdy at 616 240 0445 .   
 
 Practice with Pennye: 3 CD set of UCDC rep-
ertoire to practice with, or choose which tunes you 
want on one CD.   Christmas  tunes also available. 
Call Pennye Scheiber at  517-547-7448 or  
pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 
 

If you have never seen your name listed here, 

we may not have the information.   See Wendy. 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

President, Julie Mester 
jandsenterprises@comcast.net 
 
Vice President, Don Woodard 
djedje@live.com 
 
Secretary, Ramona Hadley 
mundagal@att.net 
 
Treasurer/Membership/ 
Sunshine Coordinator 
Wendy Conklin 
wconklin22@gmail.com 
 
Trustees: 

Marcia Fort 

fort1958@att.net 

Scott Mester 

jandsenterprises@comcast.net 

 

Resident Agent, Ann Johnson 
johnsondone@yahoo.com 
 
Workshop Leader/Music Books 

Christine Stewart 

mommastewart49@yahoo.com  

Newsletter Editor 

Pennye Scheiber 

pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 

 

Web Site / Dropbox Manager  

Karen Turner 

karenturner@comcast.net 

 
 

Board Members—2015/2016 

9 Marlin & Carol Harmon 

Hello all, I am one of the "Newbies" to Uncle Carl's.  I admit 
it, I can't read music,  (but I'm learning) so I learn songs by 
ear.  In groups of more than two it can be quite difficult to 
hear what I am doing, so I was struggling.  I knew there had 
to be a way around this, but would it cost me a for-
tune?  Then one day I wandered around Harbor Freight 
looking for tools to use in my quilting, funny huh?  I found a 
gizmo that allows people to hear the TV without disturbing 
others and it was less than $10.  Hmmm, a pickup, attached 
to earbuds, which I did end up replacing.  This gizmo has a 
clip to hold it in place, volume control, so you don't blow out 
your ears and is quite sensitive.  By clipping in a sound hole 
under the dulcimer or the rope support on the 
stand pointing toward the instrument, low and behold I 
could hear. I almost kept up with the group. Though untest-
ed in a large group, (more than 5) I recommend trying this 
out, if like me you struggle.  It's called, New Personal 
Hearing Aide Device Spy Sound Amplifier.  I looked 
on E-bay and they can be bought for $5 up. It is also availa-
ble by other names at Walgreens.  I will be testing it in April 
at Uncle Carl's, see you there.   Doreen 



Snowbird News 

Jam at the new home of Pennye Scheiber in 
February. The Mullins, Sowles from UCDC 
and other friends attending. 
 
 
Annual White’s Park jam in Zephyrhills 
every March with many UCDC members. 

Waffle Farm Campout 
Uncle Carl’s  
Dulcimer Club 
 
June 24-26 (Fri-Sun)   

There are 12 sites available for us.  Please think 

of these dates and make a decision.  If you de-

cide to camp with us, please let us know.  There 

will be a mandatory (per Waffle Farm) $33 per 

site to hold it.  This should be done directly 

with the campground.  When you call, just let 

them know that you are with UCDC in order to 

get your site within our group.  To  make a res-

ervation call 517-278-4315.  They are at 790 N. 

Union Ctiy Rd., Coldwater, MI or visit 

www.wafflefarm.com. 

Pot Luck Saturday night/breakfast Sunday AM 

Looking forward to our summer campout 

schedule. 

Julie 

 

34th Anniversary Party 
 
Saturday, April 9, 2016 

11:30 Doors open 

12:00 Pot luck lunch  

Please bring a dish to pass, beverage  and your 
own table service.  Coffee/tea provided. 

Workshop 

Jamming 

 
 
 

Workshop Corner  
by Christine Stewart 

Oh my! The time is flying by so 

fast!  Seems like I just submitted my 

piece for last month’s newsletter!  Saro 

is our tune for the month of April.  Led 

by Jan Woodard. (Thank you very 

much!).  Saro was written by Deby Lib-

by while waiting in the car for her 

mother, who was at a church function. 

When they got home, the song could 

not be found. She went back to the 

parking lot in the rain to see if it had 

blown out of the car and found it on 

the ground, soaked and run over.  

Therefore, the name SARO.  Soaked 

And Run Over.   

Cute story for a fun song! 

MONDAY KNIGHTS 
Monday, 6:00 to 8;00 pm 
Bean Elementary School 
3201 Noble St. Spring Arbor, Mi. 49283 
Everyone Welcome! 
 





Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 
c/o Wendy Conklin 
7186 W. Sterling Rd. 
Litchfield, MI 49252 
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