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“This and That” from Julie  

Look around you right now.  Do you see it?  That's 
right, it's gone and it won't be back for a LONG 
time!  Snow days are O-V-E-R!!!  It's time for sun-
shine, warm breezes and CAMPING!  Yeah, you 
heard me, camping :-)  We've got some exciting 
stuff going on this summer and it all kicks off with 
the annual Silver Strings campout in Byron. Same 
goes with our very own campout at Waffle 
Farm.  Check out the newsletter for all the info.   
 
We have added to our list of new songs.  Thanks 
Christine for your help on the latest one.  I was 
thinking (as were a couple more members also) 
that this song has some resemblances to "The 
Gale".  Weird huh?  As I sat back and watched 
Christine, I thought about our club and 
that everyone learns at their own pace; 
some quicker, some slower.  Many peo-
ple don't read music and some of our 
club members have a LOT of music 
background.   With that said, think 
about this....it can be really intimidating 
to stand in front of a group of people 
and talk, let alone try and teach 40+ people any-
thing.  Put yourself in that position; up front, all 
eyes on you, voices critiquing your ideas, some 
trying to talk "over" you, ugh!  Sounds painful, 
doesn't it?  Well, not painful really, just not fully 
enjoyable.  Don't get me wrong, it's a real treat to 
teach something!  Try it sometime.  Put yourself 
on the "other side" of the table.  Got a song in 
mind?  Talk to our new music coordinator Chris-
tine.   
 
We didn't have too much time to "go over" Danc-
ing Bear like I thought we would.  Looks like it 
will have to be added to the next club meet-
ing.  Sorry about that.  And for those that enjoy 
this song, good for you!  For those who think this 
song is boring, try doing harmony or adding those 
additional notes (that we learned a couple of 
meetings ago).   I do love a minor tune :-) 
 
According to Barb, it's our 33rd Anniver-
sary!  That's awesome!  33 years of music and it's 
still going strong!   The club decided to have a pot 
luck (yippee) with the doors open at 11:30/eat at 

noon.  Remember, we decided to have our cele-
bration in MAY that way our Snow Birds can be 
there. We will be just eating, talking, eating more 
and jamming without outside entertainment.  We 
can entertain ourselves.   Coffee/tea provided by 
the club.  I'll bring some 2 ltrs. of pop.  Look in 
the newsletter for more information on the party. 
      
We had a few guests (prospective new members) 
at the last meeting.  I'd like to say a special thank 
you to Mary for taking a lot of her time to help out 
one of those guests with her instrument.   Isn't it 
wonderful that we're one big family, eager to help 
one another out?   
 

I would like to take the time to say 
thank you to everyone who does for the 
club.  Whether it be helping to set up 
before and clean up after the meeting, 
opening the doors, making coffee, tak-
ing out the trash, vacuuming, wiping 
tables, doing bookwork, sending emails, 
sending out "get well" cards, making 

reservations for camping, picking up supplies, 
keeping our State Files, organizing the newsletter, 
copying and snail mailing some newsletters, keep-
ing our website up to date, paying our rent, keep-
ing us on our toes by getting play dates, MAKING 
it to those playdates, keeping our memories, or-
ganizing our music, being part of the Board,  AND 
SO MUCH MORE!!!!!  Our club couldn't be a club 
without each and every one of you.  Thank you! 
 
Keep those who are suffering through illness, ac-
cidents and home health care issues in your 
thoughts.  It's a great feeling to know that you're 
remembered. 
 
See you next month 

UCDC meets April 11, 2015 



Upcoming Events  

1st   Larry Roper  
2nd  Jim Brown  
4th   Dianne Ballagh  
5th   Iris Richardson  
7th   Jack Mullins 
  

15th Barb Borton 
23rd Julie Mester  
27th Bill Pohanka  
30th Kathy Culy  

APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARYS 

UCDC Future Play Dates 
April 5, Sunday, Community Easter Dinner at 
Queens Church, Corner of Morrill & Wisner 
(Jackson Dinner @ 11:45 Play 12:45-3 Questions: 
Barb Borton 783-2670 (see playlist Pg. 4) 
April 30, Thursday Eve, Jackson Medical Facility, 
524 Lansing Ave., Jackson, 7:00 pm Contact, Mar-
cia Fort 782-3943 
May 16, 1-4:00 pm, Grosvenor House Museum.  
Outside under a tent with sides. 
July 30, Thursday, Lenawee County Fair Grounds 
Adrian, Mi, time TBD 
August 27, Thursday,Quincy Music In The Park 
Quincy, 7:00pm  
 
 

9th Marlin & Carol Harmon 

Practice with Pennye: 3 CD set of UCDC reper-
toire to practice with, or choose which tunes you 
want on one CD.   Christmas  tunes also available. 
Call Pennye Scheiber at  517-547-7448 or  
pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 
 
UCDC Name Tag: to order, contact Wendy 
Conklin 517-542-2291 or wconklin22@gmail.com  
 
UCDC Membership Dues:  $15/family.  Please 
make checks out to UCDC and mail to Wendy 
Conklin, 7186 W. Sterling Rd., Litchfield, MI 
49252. Covers January thru December 2015.   
 
Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers for 
sale:   Call Paula Brawdy at 616 240 0445 .    
             

If you have never seen your name listed here, 

we may not have the information.   See Wendy. 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

Monthly 
Thornapple Dulcimer Club 
4th Saturday  12-4 Maple Leaf Grange Hall 
Nashville, MI 
Maumee Street Jam, Adrian,  
Last Saturday Sept-May.  6-11:00 pm 
Contact Marilyn Mullins at 517-270-2554 
Nettle Lake Jam, Montpelier, OH 
1st Saturday of every month at 6:00 pm 
Contact Terry Steinke for info   419-459-4436 

Monday Knights- 
No Class 3/30-Spring Break  
Monday Knights meet Monday 6:00 to 8:00 when school 
is in session. We are just jamming now, trying to work on 
some of the fall songs. Everyone Welcome!!!!  Questions, 
Barb Borton 517-783-2670  

President, Julie Mester 
jandsenterprises@comcast.net 
 
Vice President, Pennye Scheiber 
pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 
 
Secretary, Ramona Hadley 
mundagal@att.net 
 
Treasurer/Membership/ 
Sunshine Coordinator 
Wendy Conklin 
wconklin22@gmail.com 
 
Trustees: 

Marcia Fort 

fort1958@att.net 

Barb Pohanka (bldg. site coordinator) 

bjpohanka@frontier.com 

Scott Mester 

jandsenterprises@comcast.net 

Resident Agent, Ann Johnson 
johnsondone@yahoo.com 
 
Workshop Leader 

Christine Stewart 

mommastewart49@yahoo.com  

Newsletter Editor/Music Books 

Pennye Scheiber 

pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 

Web Site Manager  

Karen Turner 

karenturner@comcast.net 

 
 

Board Members—2015/2016 



Submission deadline for the next 

newsletter is April 20, 2015 

Articles or pictures from any mem-

ber are always welcome! 

Workshop Corner by Christine Stewart 

Sharon McAuliffe will be teaching this month's tune; Swinging on a Gate.   
Or in Gaelic; Ag Luascadh ar an nGeata.  (Don't ask me to pronounce that!) 
This is a nice Irish dance tune, so lively is the word for the day. 
Sharon has taught us other songs, and is a good instructor, so please be courteous 
during her workshop time. She will be teaching this the way she learned it, there are 
many other versions out there, but we are learning it "Sharon's way". 

Playing Irish Music 
By Pennye Scheiber 
 
Many years ago when we still had the Southeastern Michigan Dulcimer Festival, I took a class from Mag-
gie Sansone.  Her class was about playing Irish ornamentation (like cuts, rolls and crans) on the dulci-
mer.  I couldn’t believe all these little things that you could do (don’t ask me to 
remember them now) and again a class offered by the Kalamazoo Folk Society 
(David James) (Tiompán is the Irish language word for hammered dulcimer). 
Ornaments must be played as rapidly as possible, and must not break the 
rhythmic flow of the tune.  
Most of us have heard Irish music on the fiddle and know that it is fast and fun.  
What types of Irish rhythyms are there?   
As from Origins of Irish traditional music 
http://www.standingstones.com/cmaoitm.html - “So, in Irish dance music we 
wind up with hornpipes, jigs, reels, highlands (or fling/schottische variants), 
barn dances, strathspeys, slides, single jigs, slip jigs, mazurkas and polkas 
[Jenny Lind Polka-she was a real person). Indeed, these are only the common 
forms; there are also other forms such as set dances, waltzes, rondos, etc.”  This 
website has a lot of wonderful information. 
 
Tips for learning Irish traditional music 
Excerpts from: http://www.alan-ng.net/irish/learning/ 
 
“Never learn a tune from notation alone, especially if you are not already an excellent Irish musician. You 
may not learn tunes fast enough to satisfy your otherwise healthy eagerness, but you will learn them 
right. And learning tunes by ear is the direct path towards becoming an excellent Irish musician. This is 

the only way to learn the "nyah," the "draoicht," "lift," "swing," or whatever you want to call 
beauty. Many Irish music teachers can hear a student (even when the student is a 
"professional" musician) and instantly pick out every single tune that the student learned 
from paper or in some other short-cut manner.” (I think this applies to a lot of our music.) 
You can also check out the Journal of Irish Music and Dance for an explanation of all the 
parameters of style in Irish music (it’s on line). 
 
Some of this is way beyond our interest but rhythym of our tunes should be very important.  

Our tune “Swinging on a Gate” (Ag Luascadh ar an nGeata) is generally played as a reel and the best way 
to hear the real “rhythym” is a version on youtube. 



 

Queen’s Easter Community Dinner 

April 5, 2015  -  Eat at 11:45--Play 12:45 pm 

 

Small World  G          

Your are my Sunshine   G  

Amazing Grace      G  

In the Garden        G/C  

Simple Gifts          D  

I'll Fly Away/I Saw the Light       G  

Festival Rag          D  

Red Wing             G  

Golden Slippers   D/G  

Tennessee Waltz   C  

Midnight on the Water    D  

Red Apple Rag      G  

Hundred Pipers     D  

Five Foot Two       C  

In the Mood          G  

Patriotic Medley    G  

       This land 2/Grand O Flag 2/ Saints 2/This 
land  1 

Coleman's March      G 

Stone's Rag          G 

Battle Hymn of the Republic  C 

Down Yonder             G 

Snake River Reel         D 

Five Steps Down    G 

Dark Town Strutters   C 

For Me And My Gal      G 

EXTRA'S AS WE THINK OF THEM.  

May play some from the Club Performance list. 

  

517-783-2670--Barb Borton  



UCDC 2015 Campout 

June 26, 27, and 28 

Waffle Farms 

Coldwater, Michigan 

Much discussion was held at our last meeting.  The final word is this.  Uncle Carl’s 

Club will make the deposit to Waffle Farm.  Your deposit of $30 will be “mailed” to 

Kathy Culy (see below) but your check should be made out to Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer 

Club.  When you check in, you will only have to pay the balance due.  

 We will be located in the same area we have been in for the last several years across from the big 
pavilion .  This is where our workshop, jamming and pot luck supper will be.  If you plan to camp 
longer than Friday and Saturday night, you will have to make those plans with Waffle Farm at 517
-278-4315.  Check out their website at www.wafflefarm.com 

We will plan on a jam Friday evening at 7:00 pm, workshop Saturday morning at 10:30 am, after-

noon jam about 1 or 2:00 pm, pot luck supper at 5:00 pm, Saturday evening jam at 7:00 pm.  

Sunday morning breakfast.  Please contact Julie and let her know you could help.  If enough folks 

stay after breakfast, we can have a gospel sing.  That has been really fun for the last 

few years. 

UCDC Campout Registration ($30.00 deposit payable to U.C.D.C) 

Send to :  Kathy Culy, 625 N. Union City Rd., Coldwater, MI 49036 (517-278-4853) 

Name:  

_________________________________________________________ 

Address 

_________________________________________________________ 

Please note the change from last 

month’s newsletter. 

Silver Strings Annual Meyers Lake Campout 

June 12, 13, 14 





Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 
Pennye Scheiber, Editor 
15851 Griswold Rd. 
Manitou Beach, MI  49253 
 

April 2015 


