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PLEASE NOTE:Send all newsletter items and e-mails to:  

Ted Malott e-mail      temalott@yahoo.com 

810 E. Golf Ave. Jckson, MI 49203 
 

Notes from the Prez:   
Thank goodness the excessive heat has moved 
out of the area!  Life is good once again now 
that we can step outside without cringing.   
 
Hope many of you can go to Midland to attend 
the first Midland Folk Music Festival, August 
26 to the 29th.   I always enjoyed the work-
shops and instructions that were available there 
in the past.   
 
Uncle Carl’s Club would like to extend con-
gratulations to Mike Gleason, who was in-
ducted into the Fiddler’s Hall of Fame this 
month!  We have all heard Mike play and mar-
vel at his mastery of the fiddle and many other 
musical instruments. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS - THERE WILL BE A 
BOARD MEETING AT 11 a.m., (BEFORE 
THE SEPTEMBER MEETING, Sept. 11 ) AT 
THE PIZZA PLACE IN SPRING ARBOR. 
 
See you all September 11 for the first meeting 
and jam of the fall season!  Take care!!!!!! Ann  
 

 
 

 

Quincy Park- Fourteen members of Uncle Carls 
Dulcimer played  Aug.12th in Quincy, Michigan. 
UCDC was invited to play for the community Or-
ganizer, Sue Web. Every Thursday evening during 
summer, Quincy had various groups perform.  

Uncle Carl’s played for an hour following a dance 
club of cloggers. Withstanding the heat and mosqui-
toes made for a very interesting play date. It was 
good to see everyone and we were all surprised how 
many showed up. Good gig guys…. Kathy Culy 

Musicians: 

Jack Sowle, Wendy Conklin, Ann Johnson, Tammy 
Hover, Bob & Sue Clemet, Jack & Marilyn Mullins, 
Kathy Culy, Terry Steinke, Roger & Jeanine Houk, 
Janice Boden, Bill Noyes 
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          Upcoming Events HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Robert Campbell- 11th 
Dale Cole - 9th 
Shirley Gilmore- 5th 
Mary Green- 6th 
Judy MacBeth- 22nd 
Bill Noyes- 28th 
Terry Steinke- 27th 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARYS 

HAPPY  ANNIVERSARY 
Bob&Sue Clemet- 17th 
Dale&Judi Cole-26th 
Don&MarciaFort- 11th 
Ward&Lois Rearick 17th 

 

Sept. 9 Monday Knights– Western Middle School 
in Rooms #9 and #10.   1400 S. Dearing 
Road, Jackson Mi. 

 

Sept. 11     UCDC Regular meeting Uncle Carl's Dulci-
mer Club - Spring  Arbor Senior Center - 
12:30 - doors open. 
 

Sept. 11     UCDC BOARD MEETING - 11 a.m. - 
Pizza Place in Spring Arbor. 
 

Sept. 25     Homer Historical Society, Blair Farm, 1-
2:30 p.m. West on  M60, 1 mile east of 
Homer.  Wear blue vests. 
 

Oct. 2       Albion Corn Harvest Celebration, Victory 
Park, Albion  time TBA  

 

Oct.23 PRESENTING IN CONCERT PICKS & 

STICKS at Sandstone Congregational 
Church  250 S. Sandstone Rd. Jackson, Mi. 
7:00 PM.... price  $5.00 at the door.   Open 
jam at 4:00 PM  Contact number for more 
information Pat Hesselgrave 517-750-3472 
(see article) 
***************** 

 Practice with Pennye  3 CD set of UCDC repertoire to 
practice with, or choose which tunes you want on one 
CD.  Played slowly and then up to tempo.  Contact Pen-
nye at 517-547-7448 or pennyes@comcast.net for more 

information.  Hammered Dulcimer Lessons  Ac-
cepting new students.  Contact Pennye at 517-547-
7448 or pennyes@comcast.net.  

 

SILVER STRINGS DULCIMER CLUB meets at 7 
p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at Good 
Hope Lutheran Church, 28680 Cherry Hill, Garden City 
MI.  Click on links below to go to the club’s website and 
YouTube Channel. http://www.silverstrings.org             

http://www.youtube.com/user/SilverStringsClub  

 

MAUMEE STREET JAM  09-18-10 will be kicked 
off with a concert by Silver Strings Dulcimer Society at 
6:30.   Regularjam to follow at 7:30pm. 
  

Silver Strings will also be performing Saturday at 
4PM downtown Adrian for the Art-A-Licious Festival 
going on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.   September 17, 
18, 19 for more information on Art-A-Licious - 
see   http://art-a-licious.yolasite.com/entertainment.php   

 

MONDAY KNIGHTS: Western Middle School in 
Rooms #9 and #10.   1400 S. Dearing Road, Jackson Mi. 

 MONDAY NIGHT, SEPTEMBER 13, 2010  

 

 CLASS I:   6:00 - 7:00 With Pat Hesselgrave Leading 
(Thanks Pat)   Pat will have music & info for all.   If you 
have a special song, bring it to Pat. 

  CLASS II:  6:00 - 8:00 With Barb Borton Lead-
ing   (Thanks Barb)  Everyone bring 15-20 copies of a 
song you like,  and we will do our best to play them all 
in the  first hour, second hour will be spent Open Jam! 

Hope to see you all there, any questions call 517-783-
2670 

Spring Arbor Learning Fair 
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President   Ann Wassell 

                                                abwassell@frontiernet.net 

Vice-President  Pennye Scheiber 

   pennyes@comcast.net 

Secretary  &  Sandy Johnson 

Sunshine Coordinator  thewoodswhisper@gmail.co  

Treasurer  &  Wendy Conklin 

Membership                            7186 W. Sterling Rd. 

   Litchfield, MI  49252 

                  Phone (517)542-2291 

                  weconklin@dmcibb.net  

Music Coordinator   Pennye Scheiber 

Tape Sales    Marsha Fort and Pennye Scheiber 

Newsletter                 Ted Malott 

                                                temalott@yahoo.com  

Web Site Manager                 Karen Turner 

                  karenturner@comcast.net 

Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 
Meetings on the 2nd Saturday of each 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC IN HUDSON 
Saturday, August 7, was a beautiful day in 
Hudson at the Thompson House Mu-
seum.  This was the 4th time this event, 
showcasing Lost Arts, has been held on the 
site of the Museum in conjunction with area 
wide garage sales and art exhibits. 
 
We gathered together in the shade and en-
joyed playing our music, as well as being for-
tunate enough to greet people we knew and 
meet others who were interested in the dulci-
mer and the music we played.  A live inter-
view by the WLEN announcer was a good 
way to promote the club and the music.  We 
were treated to free lunch on our break and 
each of us received some cash for our ef-
forts. Those who were present to entertain the 
visitors to the museum included Ann Was-
sell, Pennye Scheiber, Barb Borton, Marcia 
Fort, Tom Whitehead, Don and Donna Play-
ford and Jeanine Houk.   …..Ann  

 

PICKS AND STICKS 
On Saturday, October 23, at 7 p.m., the mu-
sic group, Picks and Sticks, will perform at 
Sandstone Congregational Church, Jackson  
MI.  (see upcoming events) 
Picks and Sticks music performance is a mix-
ture of acoustical folk, swing, traditional, 
light pop, western, country, jazz, bluegrass 
and oldie tunes.  They feature the hammered 
dulcimer in a fabulous way, spiced up with 
vocals and great guitar, fiddle, and banjo 
playing styles.   

The group has been convention and festival headlin-
ers around the country. 
Mike Gleason, the fiddle player, has recently been 
elected to the Fiddle Players Hall of Fame! 
 

Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club would like to invite all 
those who would like to come early at 4:30 to set up 
for, and then enjoy a potluck supper at 5 p.m.  There 
will be time after dinner for all musicians to do some 
jamming until just before the performance time.  If 
you are coming for any part of the potluck/jamming/
performance, please let Pat Hesselgrave know at 
least a week in advance of October 23 at 
bus11ph@comcast.net.  Tickets for Picks and Sticks 
at the door will be $5.00.  
Bring your friends and family and come and join us 
in a great evening of  fun with Morgan, Sherry, Sue 
and Mike!   
                     ******************* 
THE SENIOR CENTER IN SPRING ARBOR HAS 
RECENTLY REPLACED THE CARPETING IN 
THE DINING ROOM WHERE WE MEET AND 
HAVE REFINISHED THE HARD SURFACE 
FLOORS.   WE HAVE BEEN REQUESTED TO 
BE CAREFUL WITH FOOD AND DRINK SO 
THE FLOORING WILL STAY NEW LOOKING 
FOR A LONG TIME.  THANKS, ANN  
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Do you have questions about our music, instru-
ments, performing, etc.?  Please submit your Q & 
A to Tammy Hover tamrahover@yahoo.com   so 
we can help & inspire each other! 
Do to a large response, we will continue with an-
swers submitted for last months'  
Question: 'When do you suggest a person is 
ready to perform out with Uncle Carl's Dulcimer 
Club? When did you first perform in public and 
how much  experience did you have?' 
 
1.  I began playing dulcimer around 1980'ish.  I 
happened to meet Carl Hakes when he was play-
ing at Westwood Mall by himself one Sat. after-
noon.  I told him about just getting my first dulci-
mer and he had me sit and show him my new 
tune. (My only tune at the time, I picked it up by 
ear having heard it while waiting for a dental ap-
pointment).  This was my first public perform-
ance.  Carl then sat down and showed me how to 
play Golden Slippers.  I don't know how many of 
you had ever been blessed to watch Carl play, but 
this man literally danced with infectious joy when 
he played!  He just loved the music. This was my 
first jam session (along with about 75 other 
passersby watching all of this going on.)  Then 
Carl gave me the best advice I've ever had. He 
said that it is not about WHAT you play, or how 
well you play it.  It's more about WHY you 
play.  If you love making the music or love stand-
ing by appreciating the music- it will be your abil-
ity to SHARE this moment that will make some-
thing memorable.  People will usually not remem-
ber what you played or even how well you played 
it, but they will always remember the great time 
they had while you did it.  So look up, look 
around, smile, tap your foot, nod your head, sing 
the words out loud, clap your hands, dance a few 
steps or invite a passerby to sit in an empty 
seat.  If you love what you're doing, then you're 
ready to be there.  Here's a bit of the rest of the 
story: When my husband had finely figured out 
where I had wandered  off to, we had to go ask 
Carl if he'd ever thought about starting up a local 
club and I gave him my number. About 5-6 

months later he gave me a call to attend his first 
meeting to start a new club.  This always brings a 
smile to my face-Thanks!  Renee McEldowney 
 
2.  A person is ready to perform when they know 
most of the songs on the play list.  Our first gig 
was with 15-20 people and lasted 3 hours.  Sev-
eral songs were real shaky so we air hammered or 
played chord through those. There is safety in 
numbers, when you are unsure.  But we had so 
much fun with the others, and were so proud of 
our accomplishment, we returned again & 
again.  We won't grow if we are unwilling to 
stretch.  Sitting back in fertilizer is not enough.   
Bob & Sandi Havacek  
 
3.  I played with Uncle Carls in Marshall at the 
home tour.  I had been playing for only 3 months 
but knew a few of the songs.  I sat in the back row 
but people kept walking up behind me watching 
and this made me nervous!  I also tried to play 
along with the songs I didn't know.  So I think 
people should go ahead and play out with Uncle 
Carl's when they feel comfortable playing a few of 
the songs on the list.  Janice Boden 
 
4.  I played out with Uncle Carl's Club for the first 
time at the Hillsdale Fair.  I had been taking les-
sons from Janice Boden for about 1 1/2 years and 
knew most of the songs but it was a challenge to 
keep up the tempo with the others!  But I felt 
more comfortable playing up on the stage because 
people could not come up and look over my 
shoulder.  I have played for 3 1/2 yrs now and still 
get easily distracted!  But I always feel a sense of 
accomplishment after I have played for peple.  My 
94 year old Aunt Leona played this music for 
years on a piano for many different events in 
Eaton Rapids.  She gave me much of the same 
advice as Carl had given Renee McEldowney. She 
said, "Take time to look up and see the smiles on 
people's faces when you're performing.  That will 
be your reward.”   Because I haven't played for 
very long, I can still remember how much I en-
joyed listening to Uncle Carl's Club play before I 
began taking lessons, and how it made ME 
smile. Tammy Hover   
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Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 

810 E. Golf Ave. 
Jackson, MI 49203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club was formed in 1982 to promote dulcimer music.  Today the 

club features the hammered dulcimer and the mountain dulcimer with a variety of other 

instruments including guitar, bass, mandolin, autoharp and the penny whistle.  Members 

have the opportunity to learn new tunes, jam together, perform in public, attend meetings, 

receive the monthly newsletter and take part in festivals, workshops, potlucks and fun!   

Everyone is welcome 

  Membership dues are $15.00 per year. 

Make checks out to Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 

Mail to Wendy Conklin            

   


